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Friday 12th June 2020 

School Weekly Briefing 10 

Dear Parent / Carer 
 
At a national level the government is moving us all to the next phase of easing the lockdown. As you will have read, 
and seen in the media, this is going to have an impact upon schools. As always, we are following government guidelines 
closely and we will continue to prioritise the health and safety of our pupils and staff.  
 
During next week, we will assess how successfully we can implement our control measures with potentially more 
children and staff using the building and grounds each day. We will then review our risk assessments, in line with 
Government and Public Health England guidance, to see if we can safely accommodate more pupils and staff. We have 
a number of possible options on the table for wider opening, but know that we could not accommodate a return of all 
our pupils before the summer break. The Secretary of State mentioned that the Government is “working to devise a 
priority list… for schools with extra capacity”. Our decision as to what we can offer, if anything, will be informed by 
our risk assessment. We also expect to receive more Government guidance on this in the coming days and weeks. We 
hope to be able to provide you with more information during the week commencing Monday 22nd June, with a view 
to any wider opening of school starting from Monday 29th June. 
 
We are mindful of the need to make sure the school is a place which minimises the potential for the virus to spread, 
whilst being realistic in that we cannot make a school a place where there are no interactions. Inevitably this will mean 
shorter days for some pupils, much less social interaction and a continuation of home learning for much of the time. 
 
For now, we will continue with home learning for our pupils in Years 3, 4 and 5. Your patience and support is very 
much appreciated. In the coming days, look out for details of a photo competition on Google Classroom and in your 
email inbox for the children to take part in. This involves them submitting a photo of an activity they have taken part 
in during lockdown; this could be home learning or something else. There will be a prize of a £10 Amazon voucher for 
the winning photo from each class! 
 
Access to school 
The government has reissued its guidance for parents and carers following the announcements of recent days and 
weeks. You can find that guidance by following this link. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
Should there have been some changes to your personal, domestic or work circumstances and your child qualifies to 
access schooling; that is, they are defined as vulnerable or either parents is a key/essential worker, please read the 
letter which can be accessed on the school website by following the link below. The school is open 9.00am-3.00pm 
Monday – Friday for those children who are eligible.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers


 

 

 
If you feel you qualify and would like to access this provision, please read this letter and complete and return the reply 
slip via email: 
https://www.sitwelljunior.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2020/06/COVID-19-School-Closure-Letter.pdf 
 
Home Learning 
We would like to thank parents and carers for the support you are giving with home learning. It is clear that this will 
continue for some time to come. Please encourage your child to fully engage in the work being set by their teachers 
and provide support with the completion and submission of tasks. Any comments on how things are going are always 
welcome. Please direct them to your child’s class teacher. Can we take this opportunity to remind you that all of the 
Year 3 to 5 pupils’ instructions for home learning will be set on Google Classroom. A newsletter with additional 
information regarding home learning for Year 6 was emailed out to parents on Monday 1st June. For parents/carers, 
as well as for the children, support is available via Google Classroom or through email (info@sitwelljunior.uk).  
 
Safeguarding and Welfare 
Although there will be increasing numbers of pupils in school we recognise that the majority of pupils are not likely to 
re-connect with us until September at the earliest. It may well be that pupils are feeling a dislocation from school.  Can 
we ask that all parents and carers keep a close eye on their child and please do not hesitate to seek support if it is 
needed. The NSPCC have updated their support for parents, this can be found by following the link below. 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2020/april/supporting-children-young-people-mental-health 
 
And finally… 
We will continue to update you as and when the situation changes, be that nationally or locally. For now, please heed 
the government’s directions; stay safe, stay healthy and stay connected. 
 
As always, should you have any questions about the situation and Sitwell’s response to any change in circumstances, 
please make contact through emailing the school at info@sitwelljunior.uk.  
 
 
Thank you for your continued support and understanding during these uncertain times 
 
Yours faithfully   
  

Mrs S Walker   Miss E Longstaff 
 
Deputy Headteacher  Assistant Headteacher 
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