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Friday 19th June 2020 

School Weekly Briefing 11 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Another week and another raft of announcements about schools and schooling. As you would expect us to say, and 
to reassure you all, the school’s leadership team have been working through the government and Public-Health 
England’s advice. We continue to be mindful of the need to make sure the school is a place which minimises the 
potential for the virus to spread, whilst being realistic in that we cannot make a school a place where there are no 
interactions. Inevitably this has meant changes to the school day, much less social interaction and a continuation of 
home learning, for much of the time. As a consequence, there have been some significant changes made to how we 
manage the school building and we are pleased that we have been able to comfortably manage our Year 6 pupils for 
the past three weeks, alongside the continued provision for the children of key workers and our vulnerable children. 

Year 6 

We have now completed our third week with some of our Year 6 pupils back in school. We have seen the numbers of 
Year 6 pupils increase slowly over the three week period and we hope that the numbers continue to increase over the 
coming weeks. The children have appreciated being back in school, spending time with their classmates and Year 6 
staff. They have also enjoyed taking part in the planned activities, which have included gardening, PE, art and writing 
around their topic Beliefs.  

 

Wider School Opening 



 

 

As a Senior Leadership Team, we have thought long and hard about how we can invite more children back into school 
before the summer break. During a Senior Leadership Team meeting earlier this week, we agreed that we do have the 
capacity, both in terms of space and staff, to welcome our Year 3 children back, in group sizes of no more than 15, 
during the week commencing 29th June. Year 3 parents will receive an individual letter early next week with further 
details regarding arrangements for your child to begin to attend school. Unfortunately, whilst this is great news for 
our Year 3 children, it does mean that we will not have any further capacity to bring back children in Year 4 or 5 prior 
to the summer break. Therefore, home learning on Google Classroom will continue for these year groups for the 
remainder of this term. As the government guidance states, there is no expectation on primary schools to welcome 
back additional children where they do not have capacity to do so. In these difficult times, this is not how we would 
want it to be but it is the best we can do under the current circumstances. Your support, patience and understanding 
is much appreciated.  

Access to school 
In addition to our Year 6 pupils, the school remains open for the children of key workers and vulnerable children  
between the hours of  9.00am-3.00pm Monday – Friday for those children who are eligible. Please note that our Year 
3 and 4 ‘bubble’ is now up to full capacity. Therefore, if you applied for a place before the school closure period and 
want to take up this place, your child will have to join the Year 5 and 6 ‘bubble’. Please contact  the school at 
info@sitwelljunior.uk if you want to take up this provision. 
 
Home Learning 
We would like to thank parents and carers for the support you are giving with home learning. It is clear that this will 
continue for some time to come. Please encourage your child to fully engage in the work being set by their teachers 
and provide support with the completion and submission of tasks. Please direct any comments or questions to your 
child’s class teacher. Can we take this opportunity to remind you that all of the Year 3 to 5 pupils’ instructions for 
home learning will be set on Google Classroom during next week. A newsletter with additional information regarding 
home learning for Year 6 was emailed out to parents on Monday 1st June. For parents/carers, as well as for the 
children, support is available via Google Classroom or through email (info@sitwelljunior.uk).  
 
Safeguarding and Welfare 
Although there will be increasing numbers of pupils in school, we recognise that the majority of pupils are not likely 
to re-connect with us until September at the earliest. It may well be that pupils are feeling a dislocation from school.  
Can we ask that all parents and carers keep a close eye on their child and please do not hesitate to seek support if it is 
needed. The NSPCC and the Education Endowment Foundation have updated their support for parents, this can be 
found by following the links below: 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2020/april/supporting-children-young-people-mental-health 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/support-resources-to-share-with-parents/ 
 
And finally… 

We will continue to update you as and when the situation changes, be that nationally or locally. As always, should you 
have any questions about the current school situation and Sitwell’s response to any change in circumstances, please 
make contact through emailing the school at info@sitwelljunior.uk. For now, please heed the government’s directions; 
stay safe, stay healthy and stay connected. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding during these uncertain times. 
 
 
Yours faithfully   
  

S. Walker   E. Longstaff 
 

Mrs S Walker   Miss E Longstaff 
Head of School   Assistant Headteacher 
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