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Friday 10th July 

School Weekly Briefing 14 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Having sent 13 of these letters during this crisis this is the penultimate briefing. We do hope that you have appreciated 
the regular communication and updates. We have wanted to ensure that all parents and carers have felt informed and 
armed with the right information. In this letter we cover most of our regular themes and, importantly, give you all 
information about our September return; this will be followed up with a final letter early next week, which will give 
you everything you need to know to allow you to plan, with your children, for our September return to school. 

Access to School 
For the coming week, the school will remain open for our Year 3 and 6 pupils, vulnerable children and those of key 
workers. The government guidance clearly states that we should not be offering any access to school during the usual 
summer break. Therefore, school will close for all children (including vulnerable children and those of key workers) 
on Friday 17 July. The school plans to open for all pupils on Wednesday 2nd September - further details and 
confirmation of this start date to follow. 
 
September Return 
Despite the significant challenges we all face, you will see that we intend to run the school as ‘normally’ as possible in 
September. We do need to consider the ongoing crisis and, consequently, there will be some changes to how we 
manage the day and the children. We will, as always, follow the advice and guidance from the government and Public-
Health England. Our pupils are going to have to adapt and adjust upon their return. We will support them in doing that 
and we ask that you work with them, and us, to ensure that the school is as safe and secure as possible. 

In order to ensure pupils are safe and to reduce the number of contacts they have with each other, whilst allowing 
them access to a broad and balanced curriculum, we are introducing ‘Year Group Bubbles’ and a number of changes 
to the timings of the school day and the routines in school. Within these ‘Year Group Bubbles’ classes will be kept 
apart as much as possible, but there will be times when staff, and sometimes pupils, will have to move around within 
the ‘Year Group Bubble’ in order to access specialist teaching and support. This will certainly be the case for Year 6 
children where we plan to group the children for Reading, Writing and Maths. 

All year groups will return to school on Wednesday 2nd September. On the first day, they will be met at the school 
gates and directed to where they need to go. In order to keep year groups separate and manage the number of close 
contacts children have, there will be changes to start and finish times and breaks and lunchtimes. We will expect all 
pupils in each year group to arrive at, and vacate, the school site within their given time slot. We will detail a fuller 
picture of our September return in the letter which will be emailed to you early next week. Please look out for this and 



 

 

if there are any questions after the letter has been circulated, do not hesitate to make contact with us at the school 
via telephone or email. 

School registers will be taken in line with guidance and contact with home will be made as normal regarding pupil 
absence. Therefore, if your child is absent from school, you will need to report this on the school’s absence line, giving 
a reason for their non-attendance. Unless your child is ill, there is no reason why your child should not attend school 
as normal; good attendance is essential for your child’s education.  

Home Learning 
For the final time this academic year, we would like to thank all parents and carers for the support you have given your 
children, and the school, with regards to remote learning. We have received some wonderful feedback from parents 
about how the setting and submitting of work has worked through the use of Google Classroom. Considering we had 
not used this platform prior to lockdown, it has run extremely smoothly. In addition, it has been lovely to see the 
children taking part in learning at home through the tweets and photos you have uploaded to the school Twitter feed. 
Should the school be required to recommence remote home learning in the future, we would reintroduce the use of 
Google Classroom. Formally home learning will cease at 3.00pm on Friday 17 July (the end of term) and teachers 
and staff will not routinely make contact with the pupils or parents and carers until our September return. 

Safeguarding and Welfare 
Can we ask that all parents and carers keep a close eye on their child and please do not hesitate to seek support if it is 
needed. The NSPCC and the Education Endowment Foundation have updated their support for parents, this can be 
found by following the links below: 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2020/april/supporting-children-young-people-mental-health 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/support-resources-to-share-with-parents/ 
 
Also, the government has updated their guidance for parents on supporting children's mental health and wellbeing, 
which can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-
mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-
health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 

And finally… 
Thank you all for your ongoing support for the school; be that the children or the staff. We have been overwhelmed 
by the volume of positive and supportive comments from parents and carers. We have worked hard to do a good job, 
in extremely difficult circumstances. We know that many of you will have compared us very favourably to other 
schools; in respect of the support and resources offered by the staff. Many of you have taken time to recognise that – 
thank you. Your support for us all at the school has made an enormous difference to our daily work.  

As always, should you have any questions about the situation and Sitwell’s response to any change in circumstances, 
please make direct contact with the school at info@sitwelljunior.uk. 

Yours faithfully   
  

S. Walker   E. Longstaff 
 

Mrs S Walker   Miss E Longstaff 
Head of School   Assistant Headteacher 
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