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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

‘Inspiring lives, shaping futures, creating possibilities’ 

At Sitwell Junior School our aim is to promote a love of learning by providing rich, rewarding 

experiences through a creative curriculum. Through celebrating efforts and achievements, we aim to 

develop pride in the success of our pupils so that they are ready to face future challenges.  

This letter is designed to give you an insight into the learning experience we will be providing your 

child during their time in Year 6. We value our effective communication and strong links between staff, 

parents, and children. Together, we can make a difference! 

The Curriculum at Sitwell Junior School gives children opportunities to learn, build on, and develop 

new skills. Children are exposed to a range of subjects and activities that allow them to experience 

different topics and learning styles encompassing the Sitwell 7 Values.  

Our Year 6 Topics 

Autumn 1 & 2 – War and Peace 

Spring 1 – The Land of the Free? 

Spring 2 & Summer 1 – How do Beliefs Change the World? 

To encourage a love of reading and writing, we are going to study at least one key book, linked to each 

topic. In Year 6 the books will be: 

War and Peace – The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas (John Boyne)  

The Land of the Free! – Wizard of Oz (L. Frank Baum) 

How do Beliefs Change the World?  – At the house of the Magician (Mary Hooper)  

 



 

It would be greatly appreciated by the school if, wherever possible, you could supply your child with 

a copy of the above mentioned books, perhaps as a birthday, EID or Christmas present, as learning 

will be closely linked to this.  However, if not, please do not worry as your child will still be able to 

access these books in school.  

We have chosen these topics as they will allow the children to take part in creative activities during 

the course of the year. Further information about the trips can be found below: 

War and Peace 

In previous years, the focus has been World War Two; however, this year, there will be a bigger focus 

on World War One and other conflicts that have taken place, including recent ones. We believe that 

by teaching more conflicts children will be able to make links across history thus deepening their 

understanding of the impact and consequences of such actions.  

VE Day Celebration  

To bring our ‘War and Peace’ topic to a close, we will be holding a VE day express day. We will be 

celebrating victory in Europe in style and all are welcome to come and celebrate with us! 

The Land of the Free 

The Land of the Free Engage Day 

To immerse children into the new topic, children will participate in various activities, including art, 

American sports and baking, that celebrate the American culture. These activities will be carefully 

planned so that children feel as though they have travelled to the U.S.A. Throughout this topic, 

children will explore the culture, traditions, famous people, tourism and climate, and make links 

between Great Britain and the U.S.A. We believe that this topic will be an exciting one and one which 

will enthuse and excite the children as they progress through Year 6.  

The Land of the Free Express Day 

Children will take part in a travel company-style promotion aimed at persuading others to visit the 

U.S.A. This will be a great way for children to showcase their learning.  

How do Beliefs Change the World? 

The National Holocaust Museum 

Children will visit The National Holocaust Museum in Newark. They will experience the Journey 

learning Programme. The exhibition tells the stories of Jewish children who lived during the 1930s and 

Second World War and who survived. The exhibition will take your children on a journey through 

history, a journey exploring identity, and a journey discussing the moral and religious values of the 

world we share. The children will follow the story of Leo, a German-Jewish boy growing up in Berlin in 

the 1930s. Leo’s journey unfolds in seven rooms, comprising his home, school, street, hiding space, 

train carriage and refuge. Each room includes testimony from survivors, objects belonging to them, 

documents and photographs. Activities have been designed for each room that cater for the different 

learning styles and in particular the kinaesthetic and tactile learner, as children are given time to 



 

explore the rooms and handle the items. There is also the unique opportunity for the children to listen 

to the testimony of a survivor and to ask them questions. 

Bikeability 

In June, the children will be able to take part in the ‘Bikeability’ scheme, which is aimed at teaching 

children how to be safer when riding their bikes whilst out on the streets. Further details regarding 

this will be sent out in due course. 

End of Year Treat 

As an end of year treat, we will be taking the children on a day trip; as yet, the destination is to be 

confirmed as we are looking at various options that will cater for all the children’s likes and interests. 

This day will be a fantastic way of finishing their time at Sitwell and give them memories to cherish.  

We really appreciate your support in helping us to provide these memorable experiences for our 

children as they really help to bring our curriculum to life. Unfortunately, if we receive insufficient 

contributions towards the cost of any experience, we will be unable to go ahead and will have to 

cancel. 

PE/Games 

The children will have two PE sessions each week. Weather permitting, one will be outdoor and one 

indoor all year round. We ask that the children bring their PE kits to school on Monday, leave it at 

school for the week, and take it home on Friday to be cleaned ready for the following week. PE kit is 

as follows: white t-shirts, black shorts/leggings, black pumps (indoor), Black tracksuit, and trainers 

(outdoor). For further information, please see the separate PE letter. 

SATS 

The Government has set out plans for the 2021 KS2 SATs to go ahead. With this in mind, we are hoping 

to host a SATS information meeting later on in the school year. The purpose of this meeting is to 

inform you of what will be happening and how you can support your child at home.  

Reading in School 

This year, each class will have a set of books that the children will be encouraged to read and then 

complete activities on. The books have been carefully chosen for their vocabulary and themes. We 

will be encouraging the children to read as many of these as they can as we feel these books will 

further develop their love of reading.  

Learning at Home 

Reading 

In Upper School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of this requires the 

children to be able to read fluently, so it is really important that you listen to your child read every 

day. This only needs to be for a short time each day, as little and often is the best approach when 

supporting your child with their reading. Your child will be asked to choose a book from the colour 

band appropriate to their ability (in terms of reading and understanding) and a non-fiction book from 



 

the library. Their home Reading Diary will be monitored by an adult on a regular basis and the children 

will be able to change their books once a week, during class based reading sessions.  

If your child is finding the text difficult to read, or they are struggling to remain on task when reading, 

it is a good idea to ‘take it in turns’ for example by you reading a page, your child reading a page, and 

so on. Children learn a lot from listening to adults reading too. After your child has read a short section, 

it is helpful for you to ask them some questions to check their understanding of what they have read. 

For example: what did Jack do when the door opened? How do you think he felt at that moment? 

Which word tells you he felt that way? What do you think might happen next? Your child needs to 

make sure they have their reading book and reading diary in school every day. 

Topic 

We encourage independent learning in Year 6 and projects are published half termly. Children will 

come home with a list of ideas for a Project from their class teacher for you to help with or you can 

come up with an idea of your own linked to the half term’s topic. More details will follow in September. 

For more guidance, please see our new ‘Learning at Home Policy’. 

We hope this information will enable you to support your child in their learning activities throughout 

the school year. We do hope that you will be able to show your support to school in our endeavour to 

offer broad educational experiences to our children. 

PGL 

As many parents are aware, Year 6 children visit PGL; although, as yet there isn’t a fixed date for this 

as we want to move it towards the end of the year.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Miss G. Ogden           Mrs N. Elliott Mr J. Berkshire     

(The Year 6 Team)  


