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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
What a fantastic start your children have made to year 5! We were so impressed with the mature and 
responsible way in which they returned to school, adapted to their new daily routines and settled 
straight back into their learning. It has been great to see the enthusiasm the children have shown for 
our ‘Explorers’ topic, and we loved seeing the home learning that the children shared at the end of 
half term.  We have also been very impressed with the work the children produced in English, where 
they wrote excellent setting descriptions based on the Amazon rainforest. In addition to this, the 
children have enjoyed many other areas of their learning including; learning about the adaptations of 
animals, as well as biomes, and layers of the rainforest. 
 
We are really looking forward to continuing our Explorers topic this half term! The children will 
continue to learn about the rainforest and explorers of the world, and then move on to focus on 
studying oceans, sea creatures and climate change.  
 
Maths 

This half term, our maths learning will focus on the areas listed below.  
 

● Rounding to the nearest 10, 100, 1000 

● Place value in numbers to 1,000,000 

● Comparing and ordering numbers to 1,000,000 

● Counting in powers of 10, 100, 1000  

● Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication facts up to 12 x 12 

For each objective, children will develop their fluency, reasoning and problem solving skills.  
 

English 

In English, we will be writing newspaper reports based on our class book, ‘The Explorer’. Additionally, 

we will be writing non-chronological reports about rainforest insects, and a biography about a famous 

historical explorer of the world. In our reading lessons, we will continue to study The Explorer by 

Katherine Rundell, focussing on characters, vocabulary, and retrieving evidence from the text.   

 

Topic 



 

 

In this half term, we will be continuing to focus on exploring the world. In art, the children will develop 

their oil pastel skills. They will also develop their watercolour skills, and focus on paintings by artist 

Georgia O’Keeffe. In geography, the children will continue to focus on using maps to help identify 

countries and oceans of the world. Furthermore, we will be focussing on learning about plastic 

pollution, climate change, and the effect that these have on our world. In the wider curriculum, 

children will continue to study PSHE on a weekly basis, and they will be participating in Music, Spanish, 

and ICT lessons too.  

 

PE/Games 

The children will have two PE sessions each week. Weather permitting, one will be outdoor and one 

indoor all year round. We ask that all children come to school in their P.E. kit on the days that they 

have P.E. PE kit is as follows: white t-shirt, black shorts/leggings, black pumps (indoor), black tracksuit, 

and trainers (outdoor).  

 

Spelling 
To support your child’s spelling at home, the Spelling Frame website is a fantastic resource. You can 
access the Spelling Frame website at: https://spellingframe.co.uk/ 
 

Learning at Home 

As we encourage independent learning in Year 5, we have set a number of research projects for your 
child to choose from and complete over a series of weeks. Please see the home learning letter for 
further details.   
 

Reading 

At Sitwell Junior School we want the children to acquire a love of reading and our curriculum is very 

much led by reading the class novel for each topic. Part of this requires the children to be able to read 

fluently, so it is really important that your child reads every day and you listen to them read as often 

as possible. This only needs to be for a short time each day, as little and often is the best approach 

when supporting your child with their reading. Your child will be asked to choose a book from the 

colour band appropriate to their ability (in terms of reading and understanding) and a non-fiction book 

from the library. Their home Reading Diary will be monitored by an adult on a regular basis and the 

children will be able to change their books once completed, during class based reading sessions.  

 

Twitter 
Finally, If you would like to keep up-to-date with your child’s learning in school, then check out the 
school’s Twitter page. The account details are listed at the top of this letter. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

R. Evans            T. Snow                           M. Chapman 
Miss R. Evans           Mr T. Snow           Miss M. Chapman 

 

(The Year 5 Team) 

 

 

https://spellingframe.co.uk/

