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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
‘Inspiring lives, shaping futures, creating possibilities’ 

Welcome back! We hope you have all had a lovely half-term break and are looking forward to a busy 

term ahead.  

 

What a wonderful start your children have made to their time in Year 6. We were so impressed with 

the resilience and responsible manner. They have settled in well, following new daily routines and 

have shown a real love for learning and being back in the classroom. 

 

First of all, a huge thank you for all of your support last half term. The home learning projects were 

fantastic; it was fabulous to see so many different projects that reflected the time and care you had all 

taken. It was clear how engaged the children were with the topic as this was reflected in the high 

standard of home learning. We are really looking forward to continuing our War and Peace topic this 

half term. We are confident the children will continue to engage with our themed lessons and look 

forward to reading the rest of ‘The Boy in the striped Pyjamas’ and ‘Rose Blanche’.   

 

War and Peace 

Learning in Class 

As historians, we will explore different conflicts that have taken place and how these have impacted 

on life and future generations; we will study what daily life would have been like and look at life on 

the front line. As geographers, we will look at countries involved in World War One and Two, 

identifying countries that were involved in both wars and identifying reasons for this. As artists, we 

will use pastel to create images of Remembrance poppies. We will also be using different media as 

we create images from War Game, one of our books for this term. As scientists, we will look at how 

to associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number and voltage of cells 



 

used in the circuit. We will also compare and give reasons for variations including the brightness of 

bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on and off position of switches. 

In English, we will be using War Game to develop our narrative skills: we will be writing character 

descriptions and setting descriptions using a wide range of vocabulary, figurative language and using 

the ‘show me, not tell me’ techniques. These skills will quickly build into a narrative where the 

children will be writing a flashback story, where they go back to playing football in No Man’s Land on 

Christmas Day (the Christmas Day Truce). We will be supporting their learning by using drama 

techniques and watching various videos of this game, including a well-known supermarket’s advert 

from 2014.  

In Maths, children will begin their learning of the four operations: addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. The emphasis will be on developing their reasoning and problem solving 

skills in these areas. The learning completed here will really enhance their understanding and make 

them more confident mathematicians.  

Boy in the Striped Pyjamas  

This novel has formed part of our learning during the Autumn term. The children are showing a deep 

understanding of the book so far and the vocabulary that the author has used. They have also shown 

the respect and resilience needed to understand the different terms during a difficult time period. 

The novel will continue to provide real opportunities to debate issues and build empathy.   

PE/Games 

The Year 6 children will have two sessions of PE every week. This term the children will be focusing on 

Netball and Fitness. We ask that all children come to school in their P.E. kit on the days that they have 

P.E.  

PE kit is as follows: white t-shirt, black shorts/leggings, black pumps (indoor), black tracksuit, and 

trainers (outdoor). PE lessons will also continue outdoors. Therefore, on their PE days, ensure your 

child comes to school wearing their outdoor PE kit and coat. 

Learning at Home 

Topic 

As we encourage independent learning in Year 6, we have set a number of research projects for your 

child to choose from and complete over a series of weeks. Please see the home learning letter for 

further details. 

Reading 

In Upper School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of this requires the 

children to be able to read fluently, so it is really important that you listen to your child read every 

day. This only needs to be for a short time each day, as little and often is the best approach when 

supporting your child with their reading. Your child will be asked to choose a book from the colour 

band appropriate to their ability (in terms of reading and understanding) and a non-fiction book from 



 

the library. Their home Reading Diary will be monitored by an adult on a regular basis and the 

children will be able to change their books once a week, during class based reading sessions.  

If your child is finding the text difficult to read, or they are struggling to remain on task when reading, 

it is a good idea to ‘take it in turns’ for example by you reading a page, your child reading a page, and 

so on. Children learn a lot from listening to adults reading too. After your child has read a short 

section, it is helpful for you to ask them some questions to check their understanding of what they 

have read. For example: what did Jack do when the door opened? How do you think he felt at that 

moment? Which word tells you he felt that way? What do you think might happen next? Your child 

needs to make sure they have their reading book and reading diary in school every day , as there 

might be opportunities for them to read to an adult in school as well.  

In addition to reading their book at home, children have access to a ‘Read Theory’ account, which 

their class teacher should have shown them how to access. Read Theory is an online program, which 

allows your child to develop their reading comprehension, with texts tailored to your child’s 

individual reading ability. You can access the Read Theory website at:  https://readtheory.org/ 

Spelling 

To support your child’s spelling at home, the Spelling Frame website is a fantastic resource. You can 

access the Spelling Frame website at: https://spellingframe.co.uk/ 

Maths 

If they wish, children can access a series of learning activities linked to their current learning in maths 

on MyMaths. They can also practice their times tables on Times Table Rock Stars. 

Twitter 

If you would like to keep up-to-date with your child’s learning in school, then check out the school’s 

Twitter page. The account details are listed at the top of this letter. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Miss G. Ogden    Mrs N. Elliott Mr J. Berkshire     

(The Year 6 Team)  

 

 


