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Friday 11th December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

As we approach the end of the autumn term, I am writing to inform you about the arrangements for the Christmas 

period. Sitwell Junior School will remain open for pupils until the end of the school day on Friday 18th December, 

when you will need to collect your child at their usual finish time (2.40pm Y3, 2.50pm Y4, 3.00pm Y5 and 3.10pm Y6). 

All pupils are expected to attend school until this date, unless your child has been instructed to self-isolate by school, 

NHS track and trace, or due to household self-isolation. 

What to do over the Christmas break if your child tests positive 

If your child tests positive for COVID-19 between the end of the school day on Friday 18th December and Wednesday 

23rd December, having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, you will need to email the school at 

info@sitwelljunior.uk. Please provide the following information in your email: 

● the date your child was last in school 

● the date their symptoms started 

● the date they took the COVID-19 test 

● the date they received the positive test result (with photo evidence if possible) 

This information will help us to identify any close contacts of the positive case. If your child is identified as a close 

contact, you will receive a text message from school asking them to self-isolate for 14 days from the date they were 

last in contact with the positive case. 

If your child tests positive for COVID-19 having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since they were last in school, 

you only need to inform school if this will mean they will be absent from school when we return on Monday 4th 

January. If this is the case, or your child will be absent on this date because they have been identified as a close contact 

during the Christmas break and therefore need to self-isolate, please contact the school on Monday 4th January by 

email or phone and report this absence in the usual way. 
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Autumn Term Reflections 

Looking back over this term, I am immensely proud of how all of the staff at Sitwell Junior School have tried to make 

the learning experiences as engaging and as ‘normal’ as they have during these difficult circumstances. I am also 

amazed by how the children have embraced every challenge with resilience and enthusiasm. In addition, the support 

we have received from parents and families has been fundamental in making this term such a success. I am very 

grateful to everyone.  

Towards the end of the term, I have enjoyed meeting the pupils that have achieved their 50 Smiles Award, Bronze 

Prefect Badges and the Pupils of the Term. This morning, I have loved seeing all of the children arrive in the Christmas 

jumpers and festive outfits and I know they are looking forward to their Christmas lunch and festive activities later 

today…not forgetting the panto, which is planned for next week.  

Despite reports in the media about the negative impact the coronavirus pandemic has had on school attendance, I am 

pleased to say that our attendance (not including COVID-19 self-isolation) sits at 97% and everyone has now got used 

to our staggered start and finish times, with most pupils now arriving on time for the start of the school day. 

Our first ever Zoom and telephone call parents’ evenings were a great success and both teachers and parents were 

really pleased that they could finally get together, albeit virtually, to discuss children's progress - both academically 

and personally - since the start of the academic year. We are pleased that remote learning has also gone well for those 

pupils that have had to self-isolate; either as part of whole class isolation or as part of household isolation. During 

these periods, children have been able to access two days of initial home learning on the school website and from 

then on have accessed work confidently on Google Classroom throughout their isolation period. 

Finally, when the children return to school on Monday 4th January, we will continue to teach them in class bubbles 

(Year 6 will continue as a year group bubble) and the staggered start, finish and lunchtimes will also continue until any 

of the government guidance for schools changes. 

So, all that is left for me to say is thank you for your continued support and, on behalf of all of the staff at Sitwell Junior 

School I wish you and your families a happy and restful Christmas break. 

Yours sincerely, 

S. Walker 

Mrs S Walker 

Head of School 


