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Monday 1st March 2021

Full School Re-Opening from 8th March 2021
Dear Parents/Carers

As the Prime Minister said in his recent statement, step 1 of the roadmap to easing lockdown restrictions is the

reopening of schools to all pupils from Monday 8th March. As we are sure you will agree, attending school is vital for

children’s education and wellbeing and this is why the government has made school attendance mandatory from this

date. In accordance with the guidance, there are measures we need to continue to have in place in order to ensure

Sitwell Junior School remains a safe place for children to learn; these are outlined below as a reminder to all. To ensure

the safety of pupils, staff, parents and the wider community, it is vital that everyone continues to adhere to these

procedures.

Staggered Start and Finish Times

Following the government’s directions, we will continue to have staggered start, finish, break times and lunchtimes.

Children and parents are encouraged to walk or cycle to school where possible and to avoid public transport. If you do

need to travel by car, we ask that you park away from the school entrance, or on another side road, and walk the rest of

the way. This will avoid congestion at the crossing point outside of school. Start and finish times will remain the same for

each year group (see the table below). Please do not arrive before your child’s allocated time. This is the time we want

the children to arrive at the school gate.

Year Group Drop Off Collection Allocated Entrance

Year 3 8.40am 2.40pm White Doors

Year 4 8.50am 2.50pm White Doors

Year 5 9.00am 3.00pm White Doors/5TS Fire Door

Year 6 9.10am 3.10pm Fire Doors



Please be reminded of the following:

● Only one adult is to accompany each child to and from school.

● On arrival, please wait behind the silver/grey gates whilst socially distancing from other families. This will

allow others to enter and exit freely through the green gates.

● When dropping off your child, a member of the Senior Leadership Team will hold up year group cards. Your child

may enter the playground and make their way to their classroom when the relevant card is displayed. Once you

have said goodbye to your child, you must leave immediately.

● When collecting your child, a member of the Senior Leadership Team will hold up year group cards. When you

see your child’s year group card, you may enter the playground following the one-way system into the ball court

where you can wait for your child. Children will be brought up to the ball court so that you can collect them from

the top of the playground and leave via the one-way system immediately. Please see the map below detailing

the one-way system.

● No children (from the infant or junior school) are permitted to use the playground equipment during these

times.

● If you collect from the infant school before collecting from the junior school, please follow the entirety of their

one-way system before joining the junior one-way system.

● Remember that, if you have a child in Year 5 or 6 and you think they are mature enough, you can give permission

for them to walk home alone. If you have not done so already, please contact the school via email to arrange

this. Children in Years 5 and 6, who walk to school on their own, must arrive at school no earlier than their

designated start time.

● If you have children in more than one year group, you can drop them off at the earliest time and collect them at

the latest. For example, if you have two children, one in Year 4 and one in Year 6, you can drop them BOTH off at

8.50am and collect them BOTH at 3.10pm.

● Adults are not permitted to enter the school premises without a prior appointment made by telephone

(01709 531867) or email (info@sitwelljunior.uk).
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Staggered Lunchtimes

To ensure lunchtimes can run as safely as possible, the children will continue to have staggered lunchtimes in their

classrooms. There are 2 options for lunch - your child can either bring a packed lunch from home or order a hot or cold

‘grab bag’ style lunch option through school at a cost of £2.25 per meal. If your child requires a school ‘grab bag’ lunch,

it must be pre-ordered online at home beforehand. To do this, please follow the link below which will take you to the

Dolce website: https://app.live-kitchen.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2FParents%2Fpreorder.aspx.

Teaching and Learning

Our aim is to continue to ensure our school curriculum remains broad and ambitious. When all pupils return on 8th

March, they will take part in 2 days of transition activities that are designed to re-engage them with school and learning,

and allow them to socialise and collaborate with their friends, who we know they have missed during this recent

lockdown.

Bags, Uniform, and PE Kit

In order to minimise the number of items children are bringing to and from school, we ask that they only bring their

school issued book bag or small rucksack (containing their school reading book and reading diary), lunch bag, filled water

bottle and coat. If you need to purchase a new book bag for your child, you can do so from the school office by prior

appointment. School issued reading books and reading diaries can be taken home; these will be changed once a week.

All children are expected to attend school in their full Sitwell Junior School uniform. School sweatshirts and cardigans can

be purchased from the school office by prior appointment. To prevent the need for children to get changed for PE, we

would like them to come to school dressed in their PE kit on the days that they have PE. Please see the timetable as a

reminder of when your child has their PE sessions. This means that the children do not need to bring their PE kits into

school.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

AM 5TS/5RE/4ZN 3ND/3HS/3FI 4EL/6JB/6NE 4ZN/3ND 4WN/5MC

PM 6JB/6NE 5RE/5TS/5MC 3HS/6GO 4WN/6GO 3FI/4EL

Breakfast Club and After School Provision

We are pleased to be able to inform you that we can continue to run our Breakfast Club provision from Monday 8th

March. Breakfast Club starts at 7.40am and the children must arrive promptly at this time as they will be met at the gate

on Grange Road by a member of Breakfast Club staff and directed to the hall. Children will not be admitted into

Breakfast Club after 7.50am. The cost for Breakfast Club is £3.00 per session, payable through Parent Pay. Please contact

the school office on 01709 531867 or at info@sitwelljunior.uk to book a place for your child. In order for us to keep both

staff and children safe, and in accordance with government guidance, we have to limit places in Breakfast Club to a

maximum of 48 in total; approximately 12 per year group.

Following government guidance, after school provision for those parents that need it ‘to support them to work, seek
work, undertake education or training, attend a medical appointment or address a medical need or attend a support
group’, will be available from Monday 8th March. This will run from 3.00-4.00pm every day and will involve the children
taking part in table top activities, such as board games, mindfulness, reading, TTRS, and craft activities etc. The cost of
the provision will be £2.50 per session to cover resources and staffing. If you would like your child to attend, please
phone the school office on 01709 531867 or email info@sitwelljunior.uk confirming the days you would like to take up
this provision. In order for us to keep both staff and children safe, and in accordance with government guidance, we
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have to limit places in our after school provision to 12 per year group. Please note: this provision must be paid for in
advance on Parent Pay prior to the session taking place.

Please note: government guidance also states that ‘where parents are using external childcare providers, or out of school
extra curricular activities, they are advised to only use one out-of-school setting in addition to school as far as possible
and to check they have put their own protective measures in place’ See the following link for further guidance: Guidance
for Parents and Carers

If Your Child Becomes Unwell

If your child becomes unwell with a new continuous cough, loss of taste/smell and/or a high temperature at school, they

will be sent home, asked to self isolate for 10 days and get a PCR test. All children can be tested; see the following

guidance: Coronavirus (COVID-19): Getting Tested. Everyone who lives in the same household should self-isolate for 10

days and follow the guidance found here: Stay at Home Guidance.

If you, or your child, display the symptoms of coronavirus at home (a new, continuous cough, anosmia and/or a high

temperature) do not enter the school premises or attempt to send your child to school. Instead, follow the guidance

outlined above.

Lateral Flow Testing for Households and Bubbles of School Pupils and Staff

From 1st March, if you’re a member of a household, childcare bubble or support bubble of a pupil or staff member at a

primary school you can get a twice-weekly test either through your employer, if they are offering testing to employees,

at a local test site, by collecting a home test kit from a test site, or by ordering a home test kit online. For more

information, see the government guidance on rapid lateral flow testing, which can be found here: Rapid Lateral Flow

Testing for Households and Bubbles of School Pupils and Staff

Contacting school

Once class teachers and support staff are back in classrooms teaching face to face lessons full time, they will be unable

to respond to parent emails directly from their personal email addresses. Therefore, if you need to contact the school, or

individual members of staff, you can do so via the general office email at info@sitwelljunior.uk or by telephoning 01709

531867. Your email, or telephone query, will then be passed onto the most appropriate member of staff. If no-one is

available to take your call, please leave a message and a member of staff will get back to you as soon as possible.

Finally, whilst we are very pleased that the school can re-open to all pupils on Monday 8th March, coronavirus still
remains in the community. Therefore, the above systems of control form part of our risk assessment and are essential to
minimise the risk of spreading the disease whilst delivering a broad and balanced curriculum. We are sure you will
understand the need for every member of the school community to follow the above procedures in order to ensure
school can continue to remain open safely for all pupils, staff and the wider community.

We appreciate your full cooperation with all of the above measures and value your ongoing support.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school by phone or email. We will be in touch with any
further updates or information as the government guidance is updated. In the meantime, we look forward to seeing you
all on Monday 8th March.

Kind regards,

S. Walke�
Mrs S. Walker

Head of School
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