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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope you have all had a relaxing two weeks and spent some quality time together as a family.  

We can’t quite believe that we are already entering the final term of the year! Our Year 5’s are continuing 

their ‘Up, Up and Away’ topic over the course of this half term and we have many engaging lessons planned 

for this science-based topic! 

 

Topic  

Our topic this term, ‘Up, Up and Away’, will involve us learning all about the science involved in rollercoasters, 

as well as a variety of famous scientists and their discoveries. We will also learn about the following areas: 

● History – How has travel changed over time? Who was Amelia Earhart and what were her achievements 

in aviation?  

● Geography – Locating theme parks all over the globe, and creating our own maps for theme parks. 

● Science – What is centripetal force? Which objects float and sink? How are the forces of friction, gravity 

and air resistance linked to rollercoasters? 

● Art & DT – Designing and making our own rollercoaster drop rides! We will also learn about the artwork 

of Karen Elzinga and create paintings that reflect her unique style. 

The children will also continue their subjects of PSHE, RE, Music, Spanish and ICT. 

English 

In English, we will be writing a setting description based on an abandoned theme park. In addition, the 

children will be writing a persuasive advert to encourage tourists to visit a brand new rollercoaster ride.    

The novel we will be studying alongside our topic ‘Up, Up and Away’ will be The Many Worlds of Albie Bright 

by Christopher Edge. This book is sure to engage and it has won many prizes in children’s literature. We are 

really looking forward to reading this book with the children. 

Swimming & PE 



 

 

 

From Friday 16th April the Year 5 children will begin their weekly swimming lessons at Rotherham Leisure 

Centre. These will take place every Friday morning and we ask that on these days the children bring a 

swimming bag that contains the following items: 

- Swimming costume or swim trunks 

- Towel 

- Swimming cap 

- Goggles (if needed) 

- Any medication, for example, an inhaler 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher. 

In addition to this, the children will have two sessions of PE every week. This term the children will be focusing 

on Tennis. We ask that all children come to school in their P.E. kit on the days that they have P.E.  

Home Learning Schedule  
 

Topic  
As we encourage independent learning in Year 5, we have set a number of research projects for your child to 

choose from and complete over a series of weeks. Using the menu provided in a separate letter, children 

should choose two activities to complete.  We ask that these be handed in on Monday, 24th May to allow 

time for the children to share their projects throughout that week.  

Reading  

In Upper School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of this requires the children 

to be able to read fluently, so it is important that you listen to your child read every day. This only needs to 

be for a short time each day, as little and often is the best approach when supporting your child with their 

reading.  

If your child is finding the text difficult to read, or they are struggling to remain on task when reading, it is a 

good idea to ‘take it in turns’ for example by you reading a page, your child reading a page, and so on. Children 

learn a lot from listening to adults reading too. After your child has read a short section, it is helpful for you 

to ask them some questions to check their understanding of what they have read.  

Twitter and Marvellous Me 

If you would like to keep up-to-date with your child’s learning in school, then check out the school’s 

Twitter page. The account details are listed at the top of this letter. Further, you will now be 

receiving regular updates and photos via the Marvellous Me app. If you have not signed up for this, 

please contact school and if you have, don’t forget to activate your account in order to receive 

notifications. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 

Miss R. Evans, Mr T. Snow and Miss M. Chapman  

 

The Year 5 Team
 


