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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope that you had a lovely half term break and managed to spend some time enjoying the sunshine. 

It is hard to believe that the children only have 6 weeks left of Year 5. We are thoroughly looking forward 

to all of the exciting activities that we have planned with the children – including a Year 5 sports day! 

This term our topic is, ‘Who wants to be a millionaire?’ Throughout this topic, the children will learn 

about what life was like during the Victorian times for the rich and the poor.  

 

Topic  

Our topic this term is called ‘Who wants to be a Millionaire?’ As historians, we will learn about what life 

was like during the Victorian times. The children will complete research to find out more about Queen 

Victoria, and about what life was like for children in a Victorian school and a Victorian workhouse. As 

geographers, we will locate rich and poor nations on an atlas and learn more about the features of each. 

As artists, we will have a go at weaving, as this is how the Victorians would have made fabrics. We will 

also learn about the artist William Morris and have a go at creating printing blocks to print patterns. In 

DT, the children will follow a recipe to bake mini Victoria sponge cakes. Throughout this half term, the 

children will also continue their subjects of PSHE, RE, Music, Spanish and ICT. 

 

Maths 

This half term, our maths learning will focus on decimals. The children will be learning how to convert 

fractions into decimals. They will practise solving a variety of reasoning and problem solving questions 

to become confident in this area of maths. 

English 

The novel we will be studying alongside our topic will be ‘Street Child’. The children will also look at 

extracts from the classic novel, ‘Oliver Twist’. In our writing lessons, we will write a non-chronological 



 

 

 

report about a Victorian Workhouse. In our reading lessons, the children will discuss the language 

features of the novels we read. They will also examine how author’s use description in their writing. 

Home Learning Schedule  

 

Topic  

As we encourage independent learning in Year 5, we have set a number of research projects for your 

child to choose from and complete over a series of weeks. Many thanks to those who supported their 

children in producing a piece of topic work last half term. Using the menu provided in a separate letter, 

children should now choose a second project to complete. Please ensure your child brings this into 

school no later than Monday 12th July.  

 

Reading  

In Upper School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of this requires the 

children to be able to read fluently, so it is really important that you listen to your child read every day. 

This only needs to be for a short time each day, as little and often is the best approach when supporting 

your child with their reading. Your child will be asked to choose a book from the colour band appropriate 

to their ability (in terms of reading and understanding) and a non-fiction book from the library. Their 

home Reading Diary will be monitored by an adult on a regular basis and the children will be able to 

change their books once a week, during class based reading sessions. Your child needs to make sure 

they have their reading book and reading diary in school every day, as there might be opportunities 

for them to read to an adult in school as well. Every Friday, we will look at your child’s reading diary and 

issue a ‘smile’ if they have read at least four times during the week. 

PE Schedule 

Your child will have two PE lessons a week. Our sports this half term are cricket and rounders. 

We ask that, on their PE days, children come to school in their PE kit. PE kit is as follows: white t-shirts, 

black shorts/leggings, black pumps (indoor), Black tracksuit, and trainers (outdoor).  

 

Twitter and Marvellous Me 

If you would like to keep up-to-date with your child’s learning in school, then check out the school’s 

Twitter page. The account details are listed at the top of this letter. Further, you will also receive regular 

updates and photos via the Marvellous Me app. If you have not signed up for this, please contact school 

and if you have, don’t forget to activate your account in order to receive notifications. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 

Miss Evans, Mr Snow and Miss Chapman 

The Year 5 Team

 


