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Dear Parents/Carers,

Happy New Year! We hope that you had a wonderful, relaxing winter break. Last term, we

were thoroughly impressed by the children’s learning behaviours as well as their

enthusiasm and resilience towards their learning. They produced some truly fantastic

pieces of work for our ‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’ topic so we are looking forward to seeing

the children engage in the exciting activities we have planned for them, for our new topic

‘Rock N Roll.’

Maths

This half term, our maths learning will focus on the areas listed below:

● Number lines to 1,000

● 1, 10 & 100 more or less

● Comparing representations to 1,000

● Comparing numbers to 1,000

● Ordering numbers to 1,000

● Counting in 50s

● Adding & subtracting 3-digit numbers with 1 digit numbers with exchanging

● Formal written methods for multiplication

English

In our reading lessons, we will be reading ‘The Wild Way Home’ by Sophie Kirtley. It is an

excellent adventure book set in the Stone Age. As part of our reading lessons, we will be

developing reading fluency, inference skills and expression when reading aloud.

Additionally, the children will also read poems, music lyrics and non-fiction texts to

broaden their knowledge further. In writing lessons, we will be using the text ‘The Stone

Age Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura to write narratives and setting descriptions. We will look at



a range of techniques used in this genre of writing, including vocabulary, sentence

structure and sentence openers.

Topic

This half term, our new topic ‘Rock N Roll’ will take children on a journey through the

history of the Stone Age. In Art, children will be creating their own Stone Age jewellery

from clay and using chalk pastels to design their own cave paintings. In our design and

technology lessons, pupils will construct Stone Age houses and bake oat cakes. In our

science lessons, we will begin our work on materials, comparing and grouping rocks,

understanding how fossils are formed and recognising that soils are made from rocks and

organic matter. Further, children will continue their regular PSHE, music, RE, P.E., Spanish

and ICT lessons! We have a very busy half term ahead of us!

Home Learning

Reading

At Sitwell Junior School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of

this requires the children to be able to read fluently, so it is important that you listen to

your child read every day. This only needs to be for a short time each day, as little and

often is the best approach when supporting your child with their reading. In class, they

have a ‘reading for pleasure’ book, a non-fiction book and a banded book.

One area that we are looking to develop is the fluency of reading; we are striving to

ensure that children can read with appropriate pace and expression. This often involves

re-reading a passage until fluency is achieved; you might find that your child has struggled

with a sentence, paragraph, or even a page, so asking them to re-read until fluent is

absolutely fine. This will improve their word reading and understanding.

We request that the Google reading form is submitted, via Marvellous Me, by Friday

morning on a weekly basis. The form is then monitored by staff and smiles are awarded

for children who have read at least 4 times each week.

If your child is finding the text difficult to read, or they are struggling to remain on task

when reading, it is a good idea to ‘take it in turns’ for example by you reading a page, your

child reading a page, and so on. Children learn a lot from listening to adults reading too.

After your child has read a short section, it is helpful for you to ask them some questions

to check their understanding of what they have read. For example: what did Jack do when

the door opened? How do you think he felt at that moment? Which word tells you he felt

that way? What do you think might happen next? Your child needs to make sure they

have their reading book every day, as there might be opportunities for them to read to

an adult in school as well.



Topic

As we encourage independent learning in Year 3, we have set a number of research

projects for your child to choose from and complete over a series of weeks. Please see the

home learning letter for further details. Additionally, Year 3 pupils have both their Reading

Eggs logins and Times Table Rockstars logins with which they can practise their skills at

home.

Twitter and Marvellous Me

If you would like to keep up-to-date with your child’s learning in school, then check out

the school’s Twitter page. The account details are listed at the top of this letter. We also

encourage you to track your child’s learning on the Marvellous Me app.

Thank you for your continued support,

Miss Sim, Mrs Doughty and Mrs Levick

The Year 3 Team


