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Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back and happy new year! We hope that you had a lovely, enjoyable Christmas

break. Last term we were thoroughly impressed by the children’s enthusiasm, resilience

and exceptional learning. They produced some truly fantastic pieces of work and we were

immensely proud of each and every achievement made by our Year 5 pupils. We are now

looking forward to delving into our new topic this term and have many exciting activities

planned for the children.

Stargazers

Our new topic is about the solar system, stars, planets, and space exploration including

the moon landings and more recent missions into space. As geographers, we will be

locating the launch sites of famous missions. As historians, we will be learning about the

famous Apollo 11 mission, the space race between Russia and the USA, as well as the

history of famous astronauts who have changed the world. We will also be using the film

‘Hidden Figures’ to find out more about the incredible female mathematicians who made

many space missions possible. As artists and designers, we will be creating oil pastel

artwork based on the planets. We will also be using sewing techniques to create 3-d

moons. In science, we will be learning why we experience day and night, what is meant by

a solar eclipse as well as how the sun, moon and planets orbit. In music, we will be

listening to music inspired by the planets and writing our own piece of music. Lastly, in

Religious Education, this term, we will be learning about Islam, and comparing this

religion with the christian beliefs that we learnt about last term. The children will

continue their lessons in PSHE, ICT and Spanish throughout this half term.

English

In English, we will be writing a biography about Elon Musk. We will look at a range of

techniques used in this genre of writing, including vocabulary, sentence structure and

sentence openers. In our reading lessons, we will be reading ‘Wonder’ by R.J. Palacio. It is

an excellent book and enjoyed by the children in Year 5 every year. As part of our reading



lessons, we will be developing reading fluency, inference skills and expression when

reading aloud. Additionally, the children will also read poems, newspaper articles and

reports to broaden their knowledge further.

Maths

This half term we will be covering the following areas of maths:

● Long multiplication (up to 4-digit x 2-digit)

● Short division

● Calculating and measuring perimeter

● Calculating the perimeter of compound shapes

● Calculating and measuring the area of shapes

● Fractions greater than one whole

● Converting improper fractions to mixed number fractions

● Comparing and ordering fractions with different numerators & denominators

● Adding and subtracting fractions

Reading

We aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of this requires the

children to be able to read fluently, so it is important that you listen to your child read

every day. This only needs to be for a short time each day, as little and often is the best

approach when supporting your child with their reading. Your child will be asked to

choose a book from the colour band appropriate to their ability (in terms of reading and

understanding) and a non-fiction book from the library. In class, they have a ‘reading for

pleasure’ book.

One area that we are looking to develop is the fluency of reading; we are striving to

ensure that children can read with appropriate pace and expression. This often involves

re-reading a passage until fluency is achieved; you might find that your child has struggled

with a sentence, paragraph, or even a page, so asking them to re-read until fluent is

absolutely fine. This will improve their word reading and understanding.

We request that the Google reading form is submitted, via Marvellous Me, by Friday

morning on a weekly basis. The form is then monitored by staff and smiles are awarded

for children who have read at least 4 times each week.

If your child is finding the text difficult to read, or they are struggling to remain on task

when reading, it is a good idea to ‘take it in turns’ for example by you reading a page, your

child reading a page, and so on. Children learn a lot from listening to adults reading too.

After your child has read a short section, it is helpful for you to ask them some questions

to check their understanding of what they have read. For example: what did Jack do when

the door opened? How do you think he felt at that moment? Which word tells you he felt



that way? What do you think might happen next? Your child needs to make sure they

have their reading book every day, as there might be opportunities for them to read to

an adult in school as well.

Home Learning

A list of project ideas for our new topic will be sent in a separate letter. Additionally, Year

5 pupils have both their Reading Eggs logins and Times Table Rockstars logins with which

they can practise their skills at home. If your child is unsure of their login details, please

encourage them to speak to their class teacher.

Twitter and Marvellous Me

We aim to post examples of children’s home learning on our twitter feed. Keep an eye out

to see if you can spot your child and their learning. Follow us @SitwellSchool. We will also

send messages, learning successes and other information via Marvellous Me, so please

keep a look out for any notifications!

Thank you for your continued support,

Miss Evans, Mr Snow and Miss Chapman

The Year 5 Team


