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Dear Parents/Carers,

‘Inspiring lives, shaping futures, creating possibilities’

Welcome back! We hope you have all had a lovely and peaceful Christmas break. Last

term, we were greatly impressed by the children’s enthusiasm, determination and

resilience and we are looking forward to seeing these qualities flourish throughout this

busy term.

Reflecting on last term, the quality of work produced by the children was exceptional, and

each classroom is now a showcase of the fabulous learning that took place. Children

worked hard to develop their sewing skills, using recycled materials to make a chosen

product - a learning experience that was enjoyed by all. In addition to this, children

showed what confident and skilled writers they are becoming, with their final pieces

being a joy to read.

Needless to say, we are very proud of them.

The Land of the Free

This topic will be one that all children will become immersed in and enjoy. As part of our

introduction, the children have already tasted American foods, baked and made a

dreamcatcher. All these activities were fun to participate in and launched the topic in

spectacular fashion.

As geographers, we explore the physical and human characteristics of the country,

exploring why people are fascinated by the Grand Canyon and Niagara Falls. Further, we

will investigate the different climates within the country and the impact of these. By doing

this, we will be able to draw on our learning from Frozen Kingdom where we explored

climate change. As historians, we will look at the Civil Rights’ Movement and the



American Revolution, and make surprising links with Rotherham. As artists, we will be

looking at the work of the renowned artist, Andy Warhol and creating our own piece in

the same style. In music, we will be researching music genres and artists, notably

American artists, and looking at the impact they have had. In Science, we will be

investigating living things and their habitats. As computer scientists, we will be improving

our coding skills as we look to create and innovate. In Religious Education, we will be

focusing on who is inspiring for Muslims and Christians.

In English, we will be developing our persuasive skills as we will be writing a guide to a

chosen area of the USA, either Orlando or California. We will continue to develop our

vocabulary, create metaphors for our chosen place and write sentences that engage and

make the reader feel as though they are there. Following the writing of their guide, the

children will then write an independent piece, which can be counted towards their End of

Key Stage 2 outcome.

In maths, we will continue with the three reasoning and problem solving lessons and one

arithmetic lesson per week. We will be covering a wide range of maths, including

decimals, percentages, multiples and factors, and shape work. Please see the Y6 maths

long term plan on the school website for further information.

PE/Games

The Year 6 children will have two sessions of PE every week, with PE days on Tuesday and

Thursday. We ask that all children come to school in their P.E. kit on the days that they have

P.E. PE kit is as follows: white t-shirt, black shorts/leggings, black tracksuit and trainers.

Learning at Home

Topic

As we encourage independent learning in Year 6, we have set a number of research projects

for your child to choose from and complete over a series of weeks. Please see the home

learning letter for further details. In addition to these, children are reminded about practising

their times tables on TTRS and accessing their Reading Eggs’ account. These sites are proving

to have a positive impact on learning.

Reading

At Sitwell Junior School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of this

requires the children to be able to read fluently, so it is really important that you listen to your

child read every day. This only needs to be for a short time each day, as little and often is the

best approach when supporting your child with their reading. Your child will be asked to

choose a book from the colour band appropriate to their ability (in terms of reading and



understanding) and a non-fiction book from the library. In class, they have a ‘reading for

pleasure’ book.

One area that we are looking to develop is the fluency of reading; we are striving to ensure

that children can read with appropriate pace and expression. This often involves re-reading a

passage until fluency is achieved; you might find that your child has struggled with a

sentence, paragraph, or even a page, so asking them to re-read until fluent is absolutely fine.

This will improve their word reading and understanding.

We request that the Google reading form is submitted, via Marvellous Me, by Friday morning

on a weekly basis. The form is then monitored by staff. As children become purple prefects,

their reading at home becomes part of the criteria to meet the Bronze Prefect status. The

form only needs to be completed once a week.

If your child is finding the text difficult to read, or they are struggling to remain on task when

reading, it is a good idea to ‘take it in turns’ for example by you reading a page, your child

reading a page, and so on. Children learn a lot from listening to adults reading too. After your

child has read a short section, it is helpful for you to ask them some questions to check their

understanding of what they have read. For example: what did Jack do when the door opened?

How do you think he felt at that moment? Which word tells you he felt that way? What do

you think might happen next? Your child needs to make sure they have their reading book in

school every day, as there might be opportunities for them to read to an adult in school as

well.

SATS

In school, our learning will continue to engage the children and ensure that their knowledge

and skills are increasing and that we are preparing them for secondary school. However, we

will also be weaving in practice to support children’s confidence in the end of key stage tests;

this will also include 10 minute tests being sent home for children to complete. As we want to

ensure that children are best prepared, we kindly request that children avoid past papers as

we use them to inform our planning and plug any misconceptions.

Twitter

We aim to post examples of children’s home learning on our twitter feed. Keep an eye out

to see if you can spot your child and their learning. Follow us @SitwellSchool

Thank you for your continued support,

Mrs N. Elliott,  Mr J. Berkshire and Miss C. Houghton

The Year 6 Team


