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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope that you have had a wonderful half term break. As ever, we are extremely excited to 

welcome the children back into school and to begin our new topic; Predators. Reflecting on Spring 

1, we can all agree that it was extremely successful. The children continued to impress us with their 

fantastic attitude to learning. It is wonderful to watch our classes becoming increasingly confident 

and so eager to overcome any challenging hurdles. Some of our highlights include our History 

enquiry ‘investigating Stone Age poo’, making Stone Age jewellery in Art as well as our Life Skills and 

Number day celebrations.  

 

Throughout our new topic ‘Predators’, we will learn about animals and their habitats. In Geography, 

we will look at the oceans and continents of the world, identify these on a map and learn about the 

predators that live here. We will also use and devise a simple map for our visit to the Yorkshire 

Wildlife Park. In Science, we will explore carnivorous plants, create food chains and scientific 

diagrams of animal skeletons. Further, in Art, we will replicate and print fossil patterns and work 

with oil pastels to create ‘four views of an animal.’ Our class read this term will be ‘Charlotte's Web’. 

If you would like to purchase this text, your child may wish to begin reading it to get an insight before 

we delve deeper as a class. 



 

 

 

 

Maths 

This half term, our maths learning will focus on the areas listed below: 

● Division and Multiplication  

● Measurement 

● Data Handling  

For each objective, children will develop their fluency, reasoning and problem solving skills.  

English 

In reading sessions, we will begin reading ‘Charlotte's Web’. We cannot wait to begin reading it with 

our classes. In writing sessions, we will write a non-chronological report on a predator of their choice 

looking at the animal’s diet, habitat and physical appearance. We will also write a set of instructions 

using the content from the text ‘How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth.’ 

 Home Learning Schedule  

Topic  

We encourage independent learning in Year 3 and projects are published half termly. Today, you 

will receive a separate letter with a list of ideas for a project that you can help with, or the children 

can come up with an idea of their own linked to the half term’s topic. There are many ways to share 

home learning, this can be done via the whole class feed on Google Classroom, by emailing it to 

school or bringing it into school.  

 

Reading  

At Sitwell Junior School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Therefore, it is 

really important that you listen to your child read every day. This only needs to be for a short time 

each day, as little and often is the best approach when supporting your child with their reading. 

Your child will be asked to choose a book from the colour band appropriate to their ability (in terms 

of reading and understanding) and a non-fiction book from the library. Our new, online reading 

diary, on Marvellous Me, will be monitored by an adult on a regular basis and the children will be 

able to change their books once a week, during class based reading sessions.  

One area that we are looking to develop is the fluency of reading; we are striving to ensure that children 

can read with appropriate pace and expression. This often involves re-reading  a passage until fluency is 

achieved; you might find that your child has struggled with a sentence, paragraph, or even a page, so 

asking them to re-read until fluent is absolutely fine. This will improve their word reading and 

understanding.  



 

 

 

In addition to reading their book at home, children have access to a ‘Reading Eggs’ account, which 

their class teacher will have shown them how to access. ‘Reading Eggs’ is an online program, which 

allows your child to develop their reading comprehension, with texts tailored to your child’s 

individual reading ability. You can access the website at:  https://readingeggs.co.uk/  

Maths 

We encourage children to practise their times tables on Times Tables Rock Stars. By the end of year 

3, pupils should be able to fluently chant as well as answer questions on their 2,3,4,5,8 and 10 times 

tables. This term, children in year 3 will take part in further competitions on Times Tables Rock Stars. 

More information will follow.  

 

PE 

Please see below the children’s new PE days. Please continue to send them to school in their PE kits 

on their designated days.  

3HS – Tuesday and Friday 

3ND - Tuesday and Friday 

3FI - Tuesday and Friday  

Twitter and Marvellous Me  

If you would like to keep up-to-date with your child’s learning in school, then check out the school’s 

Twitter page. The account details are listed at the top of this letter. We also encourage you to track 

your child’s learning on the Marvellous Me app. Class teachers regularly post images and videos of 

their work and send messages and reminders on this platform.  

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 

Miss Sim, Mrs Doughty and Mrs Levick 

 

The Year 3 Team

 

https://readingeggs.co.uk/

