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Dear Parents/Carers,  

We hope that you have had an enjoyable half term break. Last half term, we were so 
incredibly impressed with our Year 5’s. They continued to demonstrate excellent learning 
behaviours as well as displaying such a fantastic attitude towards their learning. The 
children really enjoyed our Stargazers topic and some particular highlights of last term 
include our Wonder Dome experience, sewing 3-d planets of the solar system, creating oil 
pastel galaxy artwork and our ‘life skills’ day.  Here are a few photos of our memorable 
learning experiences: 

 

 

 
Maths  

This half term, our maths learning will focus on the areas listed below: 

● Ordering and comparing fractions (with same or different denominators) 
● Converting improper fractions to mixed number fractions 
● Adding and subtracting fractions (with same or different denominators) 
● Subtracting fractions from the whole 
● Multiplying fractions by whole numbers 



● Finding fractions of amounts 
● Roman numbers to 1000 
● Rounding numbers to 5 and 6 digits 
● Place value in decimal numbers (tenths and hundredths) 
● Comparing and ordering decimals 

English  
In our new topic, the children will be writing a narrative based on our new class book ‘Street 
Child’. They will be writing from the perspective of a Victorian orphan who finds himself in a 
workhouse for the very first time. In our lessons, we will be exploring the language and 
emotions of this character so that we can write from his point-of-view.  Our grammar focus 
during these lessons will be punctuating dialogue. In our reading lessons, we will be reading 
‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty. We will also be focusing on extracts from Oliver Twist.  
 
Topic  
Our new topic this half term is called ‘Who wants to be a millionaire?’. During this topic we 
are going to focus on what life was like for the rich and poor during Victorian times. As 
geographers, we are going to locate wealthy and poor nations throughout the world and learn 
about the geographical features of these countries. As historians, we are going to learn about 
life in a Victorian workhouse, the homes of the rich and poor during Victorian times, and what 
life was like for men, women and children during this time in history. As artists, we are going 
to create digital art in the style of L.S. Lowry. We are also going to study the designs of William 
Morris. As designers, we will learn how to weave fabrics to create textures. As scientists, we 
will be investigating the properties of different materials. We will look at reversible and 
irreversible changes in materials as well as how to filter or sieve different materials. The 
children will also continue their lessons of Spanish, Music, Computing and RE during this term. 

Reading  

In Upper School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of this 
requires the children to be able to read fluently, so it is important that you listen to your 
child read every day. This only needs to be for a short time each day, as little and often is 
the best approach when supporting your child with their reading.  

If your child is finding the text difficult to read, or they are struggling to remain on task 
when reading, it is a good idea to ‘take it in turns’ for example by you reading a page, your 
child reading a page, and so on. Children learn a lot from listening to adults reading too. 
After your child has read a short section, it is helpful for you to ask them some questions to 
check their understanding of what they have read. For example: what did Jack do when the 
door opened? How do you think he felt at that moment? Which word tells you he felt that 
way? What do you think might happen next?  

PE 

We ask that, on their PE days, children come to school in their PE kit. This is as follows: 
white t-shirt, black shorts/leggings, black tracksuit and trainers. To begin this term, children 
will continue to have two PE lessons each week. From the 28th March, children will begin 
their weekly swimming lessons and will take part in one additional PE session in school. A 
letter will follow shortly to confirm details for swimming. 



From 28th February:      

Lesson 1 - Monday, Lesson 2 - Tuesday (Xcite Sports)                                         

From 28th March: 

Lesson 1  - Tuesday (Xcite Sports) 
Lesson 2 - Thursday (Swimming) 

Home Learning 

As we encourage independent learning in Year 5, we have set a number of project ideas for 
your child to choose from and complete over a series of weeks. Please see the attached letter 
for further information.  

Our new, online reading diary can be found on the Marvellous Me app. Staff monitor this on 
a weekly basis and smiles are awarded for children who have read at least 4 times during the 
week. Each Friday, the children are able to change their reading book. Adults in the classroom 
also listen to the children read throughout the week too, so please ensure they have brought 
their book with them each school day.    

Lastly, your child is able to practice their times tables on Times Table Rock Stars online. 
Additionally, each child has their own login to Reading Eggs online, which is an excellent 
program to allow your child to develop their reading fluency and comprehension. If your child 
is unsure of their login details for any of these online resources, please encourage them to ask 
their class teacher. 

Twitter  

We aim to post examples of children’s home learning on our twitter feed and Marvellous 
Me app. Keep an eye out to see if you can spot your child and their learning! Follow us 
@SitwellSchool  

Thank you for your continued support,  

Miss R Evans, Mr T Snow & Miss M Chapman  

The Year 5 Team 


