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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Last term was another success; the children pushed themselves to complete harder 

challenges and produced work that reflected their dedication and resilience. We continue 

to be amazed by their work ethic and how determined they are to achieve. As we approach 

the halfway mark in Y6, we could not be prouder of the way they have embraced every 

learning opportunity.  

In January, the term started with the children engaging in American-themed activities, 

including creating dream catchers, making brownies and food tasting.  They also created a 

city scape piece of art that developed their understanding of perspective.  

  

In other topic lessons, we looked at the physical geography of America, particularly the 

Grand Canyon and Niagara Falls as well as why American tourists are fascinated by Europe.  

The level of discussion throughout the sessions was wonderful to hear.  



 

 

 

In English, the children produced a fabulous persuasive piece, encouraging others to visit 

California; in the cold and dark of winter, this was a wonderful escape during the writing 

sessions. Their writing skills continue to flourish; there are some very talented writers in 

the year group. 

Spring 2 Learning 

The term will begin with us using a non-fiction book - The National Parks of the USA - to 

explore the natural life of America; the non-fiction book is informative and includes some 

wonderful artwork that will stimulate learning. In English, we will be writing an itinerary to 

Yosemite National Park. Afterwards, we will be writing a personal description of the Queen 

of the Falls, the oldest woman to go over the top of Niagara Falls. As we draw the topic to 

a close, we will be exploring the Civil Rights’ Movement of the 1960s and how influential 

Martin Luther-King was. In art, we will complete our own Pop Art work.  

In science, we will be exploring animals, including humans. This will include a lamb’s heart 

dissection. This is something that Year 6 children have previously participated in and have 

really enjoyed this activity. If you do have any questions, please speak to a member of the 

Year 6 team.  

SATS 

We are conscious that time is moving swiftly on and that SATs will soon be here. Our 

philosophy has always been to provide a varied and enjoyable curriculum, which allows 

children to build up confidence and necessary knowledge and skills to become lifelong and 

successful learners. However, we will ensure that children are thoroughly prepared for the 

End of Key Stage Two Assessments, so we will be conducting a mock SATS’ week, where 

the week will be run in the manner as the week itself. The tests will also show us any gaps 

in knowledge, so please refrain from giving your child any past papers as practice.  

Writing is moderated throughout; any pieces of writing that have been completed 

independently can contribute towards the final outcome.  

Reading  

In Upper School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of this 

requires the children to be able to read fluently, so it is important that you listen to your 

child read every day. This only needs to be for a short time each day, as little and often is 

the best approach when supporting your child with their reading.  

If your child is finding the text difficult to read, or they are struggling to remain on task 

when reading, it is a good idea to ‘take it in turns’ for example by you reading a page, your 

child reading a page, and so on. Children learn a lot from listening to adults reading too. 



 

 

 

After your child has read a short section, it is helpful for you to ask them some questions 

to check their understanding of what they have read.  

Every Friday, the reading logs are checked; please ensure that this is completed prior to 

this day as reading four times at home contributes towards their prefect star for that week.  

As always, we are continuing to develop the love of reading, with each day including a 

story. The year group really enjoys having a story read to them, and it has been lovely to 

see them so immersed in a novel.  

Twitter and Marvellous Me  

We aim to post examples of children’s home learning on our twitter feed and Marvellous 

Me app. Keep an eye out to see if you can spot your child and their learning!  

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 

Mrs N. Elliott, Mr J. Berkshire and Miss C.Houghton 

 

The Year 6 Team

 


