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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope you have all had a relaxing Easter break and spent some quality time together as 

a family. We can’t quite believe that we are already entering the final term of the year! Our 

Spring topic ‘Predators’ was quite the success with our year 3 pupils. They thoroughly 

enjoyed learning about food chains and animal skeletons in Science, locating the oceans and 

continents in the world, working with oil pastels to create a cross section of a leopard's eye 

in Art and working collaboratively to create a soundscape to accompany the jungle book 

trailer in Music lessons. Wider school highlights of last term also include our visit to Yorkshire 

Wildlife Park, World Book Day, Science week and our Comic Relief danceathon. Your children 

continue to impress us with their hard working and positive attitudes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our final topic of the year is ‘Extreme Earth’. For our new topic, the children will become 

experts on their homeland, Earth, learning all about natural disasters, the weather, plants 



 

 

 

and light. This will cover a lot of our geography and science outcomes. We hope that the 

children will enjoy it just as much as they have done our ‘Predators’ topic.  

Maths 

This term, our maths learning will focus on fractions, time and shape. Please refer to our 

maths coverage on the school website should you wish to support your child at home in any 

of these areas. We encourage our children to use Time Table Rock Stars to practise their 

times table knowledge and to make improvements on the speed in which they can recall 

table facts. It would be great if they could continue this learning at home.  

English 

The novel that we will be studying alongside our new topic ‘Extreme Earth’ is The 

Abominables by Eva Ibbotson. The text is set in the Himalayan mountains, when the 

daughter of an English explorer is abducted from her mountainside tent by a huge hairy 

monster - none other than the infamous Yeti. We are sure the children will enjoy the 

adventure as we read through the book. In writing, we will be writing newspaper articles, 

using expanded noun phrases, ambitious verbs, fronted adverbials, similes and direct 

speech. After half term, we will then write poems based on My World by Pie Corbett.  

Topic 

Our topic this term, ‘Extreme Earth’, will involve us learning all about the Earth, from a 

geography point of view.  

 

As geographers, we will: 

 Describe the weather and climate in the United Kingdom 

 Observe the human and physical features of Rotherham/Sheffield/ school locality 

 Explore a range of natural disasters around the world 

 Devise maps of the locality of the Rotherham floods in 2007 

 Enquire into a local study - floods in Sheffield/Rotherham 

 Learn how rivers and mountains are formed 

 Explore vegetation zones  

 

As Scientists, we will explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, 

including pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal. Moreover, we will identify and 

explore the functions of different parts of flowering plants and identify the requirements of 

plants for life and growth. We will revisit our knowledge of soils, rocks and fossils as well as 

recognise the need for light and investigate how shadows are formed. 

 

 



 

 

 

Home Learning Schedule  

 

Topic  

As we encourage independent learning in Year 3, we have set a number of research projects 

for your child to choose from and complete over a series of weeks. Using the menu provided 

in a separate letter, children should choose two activities to complete; one to be handed in 

on Monday, 23rd May and one to be handed in on Monday, 4th July. 

 

Reading  

In Lower School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of this 

requires the children to be able to read fluently, this means that children can read with 

appropriate pace and expression. This often involves re-reading a  passage until fluency is 

achieved; you might find that your child has struggled with a sentence,  paragraph, or even 

a page, so asking them to re-read until fluent is absolutely fine. This will  improve their word 

reading and understanding.  

It is really important that you listen to your child read every day. This only needs to be for a 

short time each day, as little and often is the best approach when supporting your child with 

their reading. Your child will be asked to choose a book from the colour band appropriate to 

their ability (in terms of reading and understanding) and a non-fiction book from the library. 

Their home reading diary via Marvellous Me will be monitored by an adult on a regular basis 

and the children will be able to change their books once a week, during class based reading 

sessions.  

If your child is finding the text difficult to read, or they are struggling to remain on task when 

reading, it is a good idea to ‘take it in turns’ for example by you reading a page, your child 

reading a page, and so on. Children learn a lot from listening to adults reading too. After 

your child has read a short section, it is helpful for you to ask them some questions to check 

their understanding of what they have read. Your child needs to make sure they have their 

reading book and book bag in school every day, as there might be opportunities for them 

to read to an adult in school as well. 

In addition to reading their book at home, children have access to a ‘Reading Eggs’ account,  

which they know how to access. ‘Reading Eggs’ is an online  program, which allows your child 

to develop their reading comprehension, with texts tailored to your child’s individual reading 

ability. You can access the website at:  https://readingeggs.co.uk/  

 

 



 

 

 

PE Schedule 

Your child will have P.E. on the following days: 

3HS – Tuesday and Friday  

3ND – Tuesday and Friday 

3FI – Tuesday and Friday  

 

We ask that, on their PE days, children come to school in their PE kit. The PE kit is as follows: 

white t-shirts, black shorts/leggings, black pumps (indoor), black tracksuit, and trainers 

(outdoor).  

 

Twitter and Marvellous Me 

If you would like to keep up-to-date with your child’s learning in school, then check out the 

school’s Twitter page. The account details are listed at the top of this letter. Further, you will 

now be receiving regular updates and photos via the Marvellous Me app. If you have not 

signed up for this, please contact school and if you have, don’t forget to activate your 

account in order to receive notifications. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 

Miss Sim, Mrs Doughty and Mrs Levick  

The Year 3 Team

 


