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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope you have all had a relaxing Easter break and enjoyed spending time together. We can’t 

believe that we are now entering our final term of year 5! We were incredibly impressed with all of 

our year 5 pupils last term. As always, they impressed us with their eagerness to learn, the pride 

they take in their work, their resilience and the positive attitudes which are always shown in every 

lesson. Well done year 5! Last term, we enjoyed learning about the Victorian period. The children 

enjoyed creating digital artwork, finding out about what life was like in a Victorian school and 

creating a piece of weaving in DT. In addition, we had a great time celebrating World Book Day, 

Science week and raising money in our Comic Relief danceathon!  

Not only this, but year 5 had a fantastic STEM day building bridges with a team of visiting engineers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our final year 5 topic is called ‘The Explorers’. As part of this topic, the children will gain knowledge 

about the rainforests of the world (especially the Amazon). They will find out about marine life in 

the ocean, and how plants and animals are adapted to survive in the harsh climates of the Arctic 

and the Sahara desert. We have many exciting lessons planned for the children, and hope that they 

enjoy this topic as they explore the wonders of the world! 

 



 

 

 

Maths 

In our maths lessons this half term, we will be covering the following areas: 

 Understanding percentages 

 Fraction/percentage/decimal equivalents 

 Adding and subtracting decimals 

 Multiplying and dividing decimals by 10, 100 and 1000 

 Acute, obtuse, right and reflex angles 

 Measuring and drawing angles with a protractor 

 Angles in real-life contexts 

We will also be continuing to consolidate our knowledge of times tables up to 12 x 12. 

 

English 

This term, in English we will be reading the book ‘Running Wild’ by Michael Morpurgo. We will be 

looking in detail at the characters, the description in the story and summarising key events. In our 

writing lessons, we will be writing a blog about rainforest experiences. We will look at features of 

this genre and develop our skills in grammar, punctuation and sentence structures within this. To 

write this, we will look at real-life experiences of Amazonian explorers. 

 

Topic 

As geographers, we will be locating oceans of the world, learning about lines of latitude and 

longitude and identifying features of different biomes. As historians, we will be creating a timeline 

of famous explorers. We will also be learning about the history of local caves and mines. As artists, 

we will study the artwork of Georgia O’Keefe and paint tropical flowers. As designers, we will be 

designing and building dens outdoors - we will also be making bee-hotels. As scientists, we will be 

learning about the adaptations that plants and animals have to their environments; we will also 

learn about parts of the plant. Lastly, the children will continue their Music, RE, PSHE, Spanish, and 

Computing lessons weekly.      

 

Swimming & PE 

Throughout this term, year 5 children will continue their weekly swimming lessons at Rotherham 

Leisure Centre. These will take place every Thursday morning and we ask that on these days the 

children bring a swimming bag that contains the following items: 

 Swimming costume or swim trunks 

 Towel 

 Swimming cap 

 Goggles (if needed) 

 Any medication, for example, an inhaler 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher. 



 

 

 

In addition to this, the children will also have a PE session every Tuesday with Xcite sports. We ask 

that all children come to school in their P.E. kit on their PE day. 

Home Learning Schedule  
 

Topic  

As we encourage independent learning in Year 5, we have set a number of research projects for 

your child to choose from and complete over a series of weeks. Using the menu provided in a 

separate letter, children should choose two activities to complete.  We ask that these be handed in 

on Monday, 23rd May to allow time for the children to share their projects throughout that week.  

Reading  

In Upper School, we aim to encourage children to acquire a love of reading. Part of this requires the 

children to be able to read fluently, so it is important that you listen to your child read every day. 

This only needs to be for a short time each day, as little and often is the best approach when 

supporting your child with their reading.  

If your child is finding the text difficult to read, or they are struggling to remain on task when reading, 

it is a good idea to ‘take it in turns’ for example by you reading a page, your child reading a page, 

and so on. Children learn a lot from listening to adults reading too. After your child has read a short 

section, it is helpful for you to ask them some questions to check their understanding of what they 

have read.  

Your child needs to make sure they have their reading book in school every day, as staff often 

listen to children read throughout the week. Please remember to complete the weekly reading log, 

as each Friday we look to see how much reading each child has completed each week and issue a 

‘smile’ for those who have read at least four times. 

Twitter and Marvellous Me 

If you would like to keep up-to-date with your child’s learning in school, then check out the school’s 

Twitter page. The account details are listed at the top of this letter. Further, you will now be 

receiving regular updates and photos via the Marvellous Me app. If you have not signed up for this, 

please contact school and if you have, don’t forget to activate your account in order to receive 

notifications. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 

Miss R. Evans, Mr T. Snow and Miss M. Chapman  

 

The Year 5 Team
 


