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Message from Mrs Dawson

Here are some important dates for
summer term 2. This is not an
exhaustive list as other events may be
added as the term progresses.
06.06.22
07.06.22
07.06.22
08.06.22 –
10.06.22

09.06.22
10.06.22
16.06.22
20.06.22
21.06.22
22.06.22
23.06.22
05.07.22
06.07.22
06.07.22
07.07.22
08.07.22
13.07.22 –
15.07.22

16.07.22
20.07.22

INSET Day
School closed for children
Children return back to
school
Class Photographs
Y6 Residential Visit to Whitby
Y5 Swimming begins
Y4 Swimming begins
Y2 parent drop in session
Y3 Sports’ Afternoon
Y4 Sports’ Afternoon
Y5 Sports’ Afternoon
Y6 Sports’ Afternoon
Y3 & Y4 Leavers’ Dress
Rehearsal (pm)
Y5 Leavers’ Dress Rehearsal
(am)
Leavers’ Assembly 2pm
Y6 Leavers’ Day
Last day for most of our Y6
pupils
Transition Days

What a fabulous half term it has been! Particular
highlights for me include our Eid celebration day, wholeschool picnic/bake sale, afternoon tea for parents and
our parent IT workshop. This half term is set to be just
as busy as we will be holding our year group sports’
afternoons, Y6 leavers’ day and pupil of the term
assemblies. Unfortunately, I will not be at school for
most of these events, as I begin maternity leave on
Monday 13th June. However, I leave the school in safe
hands with Sarah Walker taking on the role of Acting
Headteacher in my absence.
Finally, thank you to the parents who attended our IT
workshop at the start of the summer term, which
focused on an introduction to Marvellous Me, Parent
Pay and Arbor. We hope you found it useful. Please
contact school if you would like any further help with the
systems we use in school.

Whole-School Summer Fayre
Last day of the term

To keep up with the latest school news, please follow the school’s Twitter page @SitwellSchool which is regularly
updated – you might even catch a glimpse of your child and their learning. You can also find copies of all
correspondence on the school website www.sitwelljunior.uk

Parent Views
Thank you to all of the parents and carers who responded to the online questionnaire. We are
delighted that we had 81 responses and that the outcome was extremely positive. Of all of the
parents who shared an opinion, 98.8% of parents said that their child is happy at school and 98.7%
agreed that their child feels safe. Also, thank you for your lovely comments about the staff in school
- these have been passed on and were gratefully received. For those parents who recorded their
child’s name in the survey and raised any questions, we have already been able to address some of
these through conversations with the class teacher. Others will be followed up over the coming half
term. Here are some of the comments on the questionnaires made by some of our parents in
response to the question asking you to list the three best things about school:







“They provide a safe and comforting environment for my child to develop and learn.”
“Strong standards of behaviour are expected and maintained. From what I can see the
children are respectful, polite and engaging."
“Very informative about what my child will be learning, through website, letters and parent
consultation meetings. Any concerns are always acknowledged and dealt with effectively.
My daughter’s teachers are always so friendly and approachable. There are lots of
events/activities throughout the year to help bring learning to life.”
“Good communication with parents, inclusive culture, safety being a priority.”
“Curriculum design regarding topics - and the sharing of these with parents; after school
clubs and provision; the breadth of the curriculum.”

Many parents referenced our after-school provision as a particular strength and as a school, we are
really proud of the impressive range of extra-curricular clubs that we are able to offer. As a result,
our children are exposed to a wide range of experiences every day and these clubs meet the interest
of, and include, all pupils. A list of the after-school clubs we are currently running through the
summer term can be found here: https://www.sitwelljunior.uk/extra-curricular-activities/ In
addition to this, another common theme centred round the vast array of subjects taught in school.
Again, we have worked hard on our school curriculum to ensure it is ambitious and enjoyable,
with topics supporting our vision for a coherent and sequenced learning journey that builds on
prior knowledge and meets the needs of our Sitwell children. For further information on our
school curriculum, along with year group long-term plans and the whole-school progression
document, click here: https://www.sitwelljunior.uk/curriculum-statement/

You Said, We Did
One area we have worked hard to improve on is communication in school; this was an area that
was raised as a concern by a couple of parents in the previous parent survey, and so it is lovely to
note that this is now identified as a strength of the school by many parents.

SITWELL 7 VALUES
RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, RELATIONSHIPS, RESILIENCE, RESOURCEFULNESS, REFLECTION, RISK-TAKING

We are pleased with the responses given in the questionnaires and are working hard to improve all
areas of school especially those where parents would like to see particular improvements.
Half-termly Overview of Key Dates
One suggestion made by a couple of parents was to provide an overview of key dates for the half
term ahead to ensure parents have enough notice of events happening within school. As a result,
there is now a school diary available on our website, which we will update at the start of each half
term. The School Diary can be found here: https://www.sitwelljunior.uk/school-diary/ . We will also
be purchasing the Arbor text message service from September, so that reminders regarding
upcoming events can be provided through text message.
Parent Involvement in School
During the spring and summer 1 Term, the parent coffee mornings/afternoons and parent
workshops proved to be very successful and it was lovely to welcome so many parents back into
school. Here are some photographs of our most recent IT workshop for parents:

As we continue to promote parent and community involvement, over the next half term, parents
and family members will be invited into school to join their children for their year group express
events. Please see below for further information:





Year 3 D&T Workshop – to build and test an earthquake-proof building – Monday 11th
July, 2pm
Year 4 Land of Hope and Glory Celebration – Monday 4th July, 1:45pm - 2:45pm
Year 5 Den Building – Tuesday 5th July, 2:15pm
Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly – Wednesday 6th July, 2pm

We are hoping that this will become a regular fixture so that parents feel fully involved in their
child’s education and are provided the opportunity to see their children’s learning in action.
Finally, we would like to thank all of the parents and carers who responded to the questionnaire.
We take all of the feedback on board and will continue to make changes throughout the course of
this year. A complete breakdown of the questionnaire can be found here:
https://www.sitwelljunior.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/06/Spring-Term-QuestionnaireAnalysis-2022.pdf

Fundraising
In loving memory of Miss Longstaff, I am pleased to announce that we have raised a total of
£717.00 so far for the palliative care unit at the Northern General Hospital and Pancreatic
Cancer UK. Both the whole-school picnic and afternoon tea for parents were a great success.
Thank you for your donations! Finally, we will be hosting our summer fayre on Saturday 16th
July, 2pm-5pm. Further information to follow.
Whole-School Picnic

Afternoon Tea for Parents

Eid Whole-School Celebration
On Friday 20th May, we held a fabulous Eid celebration in school. On the day, children were
encouraged to come to school in their Eid clothes; those children that do not celebrate Eid were
asked to come dressed in party/special clothes. During the morning, the children learned about
this important time for Muslims and completed learning activities in their classrooms. In the
afternoon, children attended a party in their year groups and participated in some food tasting.
A huge thank you to all of the parents and family members that sent food to school and a special
thanks to those that came into school and helped to share out the food and deliver it to classes.
It was enjoyed by pupils and staff alike.

