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 Looking Forward…Year 5 Topics…

Year 5 Topics

Autumn  – The Magnificent Maya
Spring -  Exploring Our World
Summer – Glorious Revolution

To encourage a love of reading and writing, we are 
going to study at least one key book, linked to each 
topic. In Year 5 the books will be:

The Curse of the Maya by Johnny Pearce and Andy 
Loneragan
The Explorer by Katherine Rundell
Street Child by Berlie Doherty

The Magnificent Maya - a Virtual Reality Workshop
During our autumn term topic, the children will be 
learning all about what it meant to live in a Mayan 
civilisation and understand how they changed the 
world. We are planning to invite a virtual reality 
workshop into school where the children will be able 
to explore first hand what it meant to be Mayan.

Exploring Our World – River Explorers
Throughout this topic, the children will learn about  
the Geography of South America; understanding the 
key role that the Amazon rainforest plays and how 
deforestation is directly affecting the rest of the 
world. We are hoping to visit Greno Woods in 
Sheffield; an ancient woodland, rich in wildlife and 
full of historic interest.

An Introduction…. 

At Sitwell Junior School our aim is to promote a love 
of learning by providing rich, rewarding 
experiences through a creative curriculum. 
Through celebrating efforts and achievements, we 
aim to develop pride in the success of our pupils so 
that they are ready to face future challenges. 

This newsletter is designed to give you an insight 
into the learning experience we will be providing 
for your child during their time in Year 5. We value 
our effective communication and strong links 
between staff, parents and children. Together, we 
can make a difference!

The curriculum at Sitwell Junior School gives 
children opportunities to learn, build on and 
develop new skills. Children are exposed to a range 
of subjects and activities that allow them to 
experience different topics and learning styles 
encompassing the Sitwell 7 Values. 

Inspiring lives; creating possibilities; shaping futures

Glorious Revolution - A Victorian Workhouse
During our summer term topic, the children will be 
learning all about the Victorians through history and 
the changes in society that came about during Queen 
Victoria’s rule. 

In order to engage the children fully in this topic, we 
are hoping to visit either a Victorian Workhouse or 
Victorian school room where the children will be able to 
experience a day in the life of a Victorian child and, 
through experiential learning, get a true feel for what 
life was like during these times. 

Special mentions!
During the course of the year, please let us know if your child has a special achievement that you would 

like to share with us. 

Reminder - PE Times
Class 5NS - Monday & Tuesday
Class 5MC - Monday & Tuesday
Class 5WW - Tuesday & Friday



Our Curriculum 

Please click here for our Long Term Plans which provide an overview of what your child will be learning in each subject each 
half-term. These plans will help keep you informed about what your child is learning at school so that you can support them at 
home and/or discuss their learning with them.

Reading

School reading books: Every day, your child should bring home a fiction or non-fiction book from the Year 5 Reading Spine. If 
your child is still working on phonics, then they will also bring home a phonics book too. It really is vital that children engage with 
these books as they have been carefully selected to broaden children’s knowledge, build their vocabulary and allow them to 
explore different themes. Click here and here for tips on reading with your child.

Reading Logs: Please record your child’s reading at home in their reading diary by Friday morning each week. We strongly 
encourage all children to read at home for 15 minutes at least 4 times per week. The most important thing your child can do 
above anything else is read as much and as widely as possible! A dojo point will be given for achieving at least four reads 
during the week. 

Spelling

Click here for your child’s weekly spellings.    

Maths

Times Tables Rockstars: This is a resource that your child will be very familiar with! It is a great way, but not the only way, for 
your child to develop confidence and master their tables up to 12 x 12.

White Rose Maths - Video Lessons: Click here to find video lessons for each maths lesson your child is taught at school. First, 
select your child’s year group and then the relevant ‘block’ (e.g. Place Value). We recommend working through each video of a 
specific block after your child has completed the corresponding lesson at school. 

White Rose Maths - Workbooks: Click here for some free maths workbooks with answers included. First, select your child’s 
year group. Here you will find a workbook for each ‘block’ of learning. To make the most of this resource, we recommend 
working through each workbook after your child has completed that block of learning at school. We also recommend having a 
look at the corresponding workbooks of previous year groups to increase your child’s confidence and retention (e.g. a year 5 
child could look at the year 3, 4 and 5 fractions workbooks, as appropriate).

Maths Bot: Click here for a brilliant online resource which makes the most of Artificial Intelligence! Maths Bot is free and 
instantly generates arithmetic questions, both mixed practice or on one specific topic. Once you input your answers, it even 
marks it for you. 
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Supporting your Year 5 Child at Home
Below you will find links to recommended online resources that you and your child may find useful to further their learning.   

At Sitwell, we understand the importance of all children being fluent readers, a life-skill that underpins any learning in all 
subjects. Our aim is for all children to read often, read widely and to develop a love of reading. Therefore, when supporting 
your child or encouraging them to further their learning independently, please always make reading the priority. Click here and 
here for tips on reading with your child.

Reading, the instant recall of times tables up to 12 x 12 and your child’s weekly spellings are the best places to start when 
supporting your child. All other suggestions below should be seen as a bonus should you or your child wish to make use of 
them. 

If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher. Thank you for your continued support!

https://www.sitwelljunior.uk/our-school/curriculum/
https://www.sitwelljunior.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/03/Year-5.pptx.pdf
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/parents/ten-tips-on-hearing-your-child-read
https://www.sitwelljunior.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/03/Parent-Year-5-Spellings.pdf
https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/home-learning?year=year-1-new
https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/free-downloads
https://mathsbot.com/primaryMenu
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/parents/ten-tips-on-hearing-your-child-read


Year 5 Home Learning
Autumn Term

Below are some home learning project ideas related to this term’s topic, ‘Magnificent 
Maya’. This home learning encourages the children to become investigative learners 
and to develop their enquiry skills, independence and creativity. 

If your child needs any paper, or other resources that school can provide, please 
encourage them to ask their class teacher. 

Project Ideas

● Find out about the history of the Maya. Could you make a timeline of events?
● Research two different things which were invented by the Maya. Could you 

create a fact file about them? 
● Create a set of rules to explain how to play the game Pok-a-Tok. 
● Research the different Mayan gods or Kings and create a google slides 

presentation about these. 
● What are Mayan hieroglyphics? Can you write something using them?
● Make a moving Mayan calendar. 
● Design and build a Mayan village, temple or house out of cardboard.
● Cook something using sweet corn or chocolate (Mayan cuisine). Make sure to 

have adult supervision! 

Thank you for your continued support.

Miss Chapman, Mrs Nixon, Mrs Smith, Mrs Winters and Mrs Walker.

The Year 5 Team


