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 Electric

Scooters

Electric scooters cannot be ridden
on roads and pavements, or public
spaces such as parks.
These are uninsured vehicles and can be seized 
and destroyed.

The law
You can buy an e-scooter but you cannot ride 
it on a public road, cycle lane or pavement. You 
can only legally ride them on private land and 
where you have the land owner’s permission.

Why is this? 
E-scooters are classed as powered transporters 
and fall within the legal de� nition of a motor 
vehicle under the Road Traf� c Act 1998. This 
means that the same rules that apply to motor 
vehicles apply to e-scooters. This includes, but 
isn’t limited to:

• Licensing
• Insurance
• MOT
• Tax

It is not currently possible to get appropriate 
insurance for privately owned e-scooters, 
meaning it is illegal to use them on the road or 
in public spaces.

What happens if I am stopped 
by police?
Police of� cers will explain and encourage you to 
follow the law. Depending on the circumstances 
they could seize your e-scooter from you. You, 
or the parents of anyone under 16, could also be 
subject to a � ne.

Further information about e-scooters can be 
found on the Government’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/
powered-transporters
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 Electric

Bikes
Electrically Assisted Pedal Cycles must 
not exceed a maximum speed of 15 mph.
If you do not follow the law, or your bike exceeds 
the maximum speed, your bike can be seized 
and destroyed.

The law
All electric pedal cycles to be legal must meet 
the following criteria

• The cycle must be � tted with pedals that are 
capable of propelling it

• The electric motor of the bike must not exceed 
250 watts

• The electrical assistance must cut off when the 
vehicle reaches 15.5 mph.

• The bike must not be ridden by anyone under 
the age of 14

Why is this? 
If the bikes electric motor does not cut out once 
reaching 15.5mph or exceeds 250 watts then it 
is classed as a motor vehicle in law and must 
be registered, insured, taxed and the rider must 
have a driving licence and appropriate helmet.

What happens if I am stopped 
by police?
Police of� cers can seize your bike and you could 
be liable to prosecution.

Further information about electrically 
assisted pedal cycles can be found on the 
governments website:
www.gov.uk/electricallyassistedpedalcycles
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