
 

Friday 17th July 2026 
 

Academic Year 2026-2027 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we come to the end of a very busy and eventful summer term, I wanted to take a moment to share 
a few reminders for September to ensure a smooth and successful start to the new school year. 
 
School Communication 
While our current Year 3, 4 and 5 parents already have login details for ParentPay and ClassDojo, 
the setup for our incoming Year 3 families will begin on the first day of term. For our new Year 3 
pupils, ParentPay accounts will be activated on Tuesday 1st September, once enrollment on Arbor is 
complete. Parents of new Year 3 pupils can expect to receive their ParentPay login details via email 
on this day, which will allow you to begin ordering school lunches for the year ahead. Additionally, we 
will email your ClassDojo login details to you as soon as possible after the new school year begins. 
 
Start and Finish of the school day 
We are maintaining our slightly staggered start and finish times for September as we have really 
seen the benefits to these over the past couple of years. Amongst other reasons, these allow for the 
children to arrive and leave the building in a safe and organised manner, meaning that locker areas 
do not become overcrowded and children arrive into the classroom ready to learn. It also means that 
staff can safely release children to adults at the end of the school day on a less crowded playground. 
Please find below the start and finish times for each year group: 
 

 Start Finish 

Woodland Provision 09:00 14:45 

Year 3 08:40 14:55 

Year 4 08:45 15:00 

Year 5 08:50 15:05 

Year 6 08:55 15:10 

 
So that your child does not miss any learning, it is important that they arrive on time. For more 
information, please see our attendance policy, which is available on our school website.  
 
School Lunches 
As a reminder, children are unable to order a school lunch at school. Therefore, these must be 
ordered at home before the deadline of 08:00 on the day you would like your child to have a school 
lunch. To be able to order your child’s lunch at home, there must be sufficient credit on your 

 



 

ParentPay account. A lunch costs £2.65 and if you feel your child is eligible for free school meals, 
please contact the school office.  

If your child prefers not to have a school meal, they are welcome to bring a packed lunch from home. 
To help us promote independence and maintain strict safeguarding standards, your child must bring 
their packed lunch with them in the morning. It will be stored safely until lunchtime. Please note that 
for safeguarding reasons, we do not accept packed lunches being dropped off at the school office 
once the school day has begun. 

If your child is absent due to unplanned circumstances, such as illness, please notify the office by 
09:00. If you have already ordered a school meal for that day, it will be cancelled and you will not be 
charged. Unfortunately, we cannot remove lunches from the system after 09:00, meaning any 
cancellations after this time will still incur a charge. 

PE lessons 
In the autumn term, every class will have 2 PE lessons a week, one indoor and one outdoor (weather 
permitting). Please ensure your child comes to school wearing the relevant PE kit on the day they 
have PE (see the table below).  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

Classes 5NS/5MC 
 

3CH 
 

Woodland 
Provision (to 
begin after 

October half 
term) 

4JB/4CD/ 
4ZN 

 
5NS/5MC/ 

5WW 
 

6KL/6NE/ 
6TS 

3RE/3CH/ 
3HT 

 
4ZN 

 
 

6TS/6NE 
 

3HT/3RE 
 

4JB 

4CD 
 

5WW 
 

6KL 
 

Woodland 
Provision (to 
begin after 

October half 
term) 

 
Uniform 
Our school uniform remains the same for the next school year and is as follows: 

●​ Deep purple sweatshirt or deep purple cardigan with the school logo on. 
●​ White long or short sleeved polo shirt (logo or non-logo). 
●​ Grey trousers, skirt, or pinafore dress (no jeans). 
●​ Grey, black, or white socks or tights. 
●​ Sensible all black shoes or trainers (no coloured laces, logos, stripes, badges/labels)  

No high heels. 
●​ A grey, black, white, or purple hijab may be worn. 

 
 

 



 

Our PE uniform is as follows: 
●​ White T shirt (logo or non-logo). 
●​ Black shorts. 
●​ Black socks. 
●​ All black tracksuit. 
●​ All black trainers. 

 
Please see our school uniform policy for further information, which is available on our school website. 
Jumpers, cardigans and polo shirts are on sale from the school office for the rest of this term. School 
uniform will not be available to purchase during the first week back in September, but it will be 
available again from Week 2 onwards. 
 
Book Bags 
Book bags are on sale at the school office for the rest of this term, priced at £5 each. Please note 
that book bags will not be available to purchase during the first week back in September, but they will 
be available again from Week 2 onwards.  
 
Professional Learning Days (INSET)  
The following dates are professional learning days which means the children are not in school: 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Friday 27th November 2026 
Monday 19th July 2027 
Tuesday 20th July 2027 
Wednesday 21st July 2027 
 
Therefore, the first day of term for all pupils will be Wednesday 2nd September. 
 
Wraparound Care Provision 
Breakfast Club will recommence on Wednesday 2nd September 2026. Breakfast Club is charged  at 
£4.00 per session and is payable on ParentPay. For the first day back, a member of staff will be on 
gate duty to show your child where to go as children access this provision through our hall door. 
Please see the Wraparound Care Provision letter for further details.  

We are delighted to continue our Tea Club throughout the next school year. Hosted in our Woodland 
Provision Room, we offer a rotating weekly timetable to ensure every child enjoys a variety of 
engaging activities. 

To provide as much flexibility as possible, we will continue to provide two collection times to better 
suit your schedule. If you opt for the earlier pick-up at 16:20, your child will still have the opportunity 
to enjoy a variety of fun, engaging activities tailored to their interests. 

If you would like your child to access this provision, please book their slots through the Google 
form found here and pay through ParentPay. Please note that payments must be made at least one 
week in advance. The only exception to this is the first week back, where payment will be accepted 
after attendance to allow time for our New Year 3 ParentPay accounts to be activated. Additionally, 
once a session is booked, charges will still apply even if your child does not attend.  

 

https://forms.gle/Kug3hytLJDW7dwTd7


 

As children return to school on Wednesday 2nd September, both the Tea Club and Breakfast Club 
will begin on this day.  

After-School Clubs 
After-School Clubs will start the week commencing Monday 7th September. All clubs will run from 
15:00-16:00 and your child must be collected by an adult promptly at 16:00. Only children in years 5 
or 6 with written permission will be able to walk home. Therefore, if you would like your child to walk 
home, please complete the Google Form found here. If you have previously provided permission for 
your child to walk home, this will be valid for the next school year and you therefore do not need to 
complete the form again.   
 
If your child has been allocated a place, the club will appear on your ParentPay account by 
Wednesday 2nd September. All After-School Clubs cost £3.00 per session, payable on ParentPay. 
Due to bank holidays and teacher training days, the number of club weeks may vary from club to 
club. You can find out how many weeks your child’s club is running for on ParentPay. 

Please note that, due to continued high interest, many clubs currently have a waiting list. For our new 
Year 3 pupils, ParentPay accounts will be activated on the first day of school once enrollment is 
complete. For all parents, payment for the full amount must be received by Friday 4th September to 
confirm your child's place; if payment is not received by this deadline, the place will automatically be 
reallocated to the waiting list. If you have any questions, please contact the school office on 01709 
531867.  

All of the staff at Sitwell Junior School wish you a pleasant summer break and we look forward to 
seeing you all in September.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
J Dawson  
 
Mrs Jennifer Dawson  
Headteacher 
 
 

 

https://forms.gle/wQESDh4Jk5qijbKt7

